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Chriſtianity not Myſterious :| 


26 $05.50 . | "WE TED 
Chriſtianity is above Created Reaſon, in its | 


CHRISTIANITY 


The G2rat Myſtery. 


ANSWER to a late Treatiſe, 


"| THAT 19 
Not Above, Not Contrary to Reaſon. 


In oppoſition to which is Aſſerted, be 16] 


pure Eſtate. 


And contrary to Humane Reaſon, as Fallen and cor- 


rupted : and therefore in proper ſenſe, Myſtery. | 


| Together with a Poftcript Letter to the Author, on his Second 
Edition Enlarg'd. 
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DONDON: | 
Printed tor W. Marſhal at they Bible in Newgate-Street : And John | 
Phan at the Bible in Grace-C RE i 1696. 
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TO I ME 


Truly Chriſtian Readers. 


ſtian Zeal, deſired to Argue for the Glory of the Truths of 
the Goſpel, under the Honourable [Title of Myfterzes,(as.they 
were, once for All, delivered to the Saints,) according to the 
beſt Methods of Diſcuſſion, and Ratiocinative Debate from 


[ Have (I hope through the Grace of God) with a ſincere Chri- - 


Scripture Reaſen : But behold, I firlt ſbew to wy ſelf, and to you, 


a-more Excellent, or Tranſcendent way : That is, Recerving the love 


of Truth,or Truth in the Love of it; and with thoſe mighty Energies, - 
and Efficacies of it upon the Heart and Life. . Deva obſerving 
Mez waking woid-the Law, that is, the whole DoQtrine of God 1n + 


his word, -was Holily Enflam'd upon it ; Therefore I love thy 


Commanaments above Gold, yea, above Fine. Gold , Therefore 1 eſteem - 


Ell thy Precepts concerning All Things to be Right 3, and I hate every 


falſe way. The beſt Antidote again{t the Poyſon- of an Infegti-.- 
ous Air, or Ape is the inward Experimental Senſe , that God 


hath choſen #s to Salvation, through Sanetification of the Spirit, and 


Belief of the Truth. . The moſt diſtinguiſhing Teſt of Truth, that - 


It 1s of, God , is ſelf-Refignation and Obedience 1 doing the W1ll 


of. God; The Witneſs of the Father, the Word, the Spirit, when : 
we have it in our Selves,' can alone enable us:to {et our Seal to 


that Truth; The Conſcience purged from-dead Works to jervethe Liv- 


ing Goa, by the Blood Offer d by the Eternal Spirit ; and the Blood of 


the Everlaſting covenant, making perfett in every Good ork to ao his 


Will, and working in us, what 3s well pleaſing in his Sight are the molt - 
Affuring Seals of the Eternal Godhead of our Lord Jeſus © hrilt . 


in ſuch an An:ichriſtsan Time; The Gates of Hef, All the Reaſon, 


Policy, Wit, Authority of it, cannot prevail againſta Chriſtian ſo + 


founded on that Rock : The Work of Faith with Porer, according 


tothat Hiſtory of Believers, FH. 11. does above ALT. | 
a 2. {y-- 


_ 
Rd 


644 © » 4 eeElWw@enr is. 9 ua”. 7 a- -. 


—_—— 
- 


"To the Truly Chriſtian Reader. 
Myſterious Efficacy of it , ,which none 4zow, but they who have it. 
T hat it gives a preſence of its Objects above all,that Sence can do, 


of its proper ObjeQs; and a Demonſtration of its Idea's, above all 


that Reaſoz 15 Able lor ; For. it can prevail Above both, when they 
would carry contrary to its Scope and End, and Impowers to 
Action far above them, by vertue of that Hypo#aſis , and thoſe 
its Demonſtrations : Let us therefore Bow our-Kees mutually, that 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt would grant us, according to 
the Riches of his Glory, to be ftrengthen'd by his Spirit in the Inner 
Man, that Chriſt may dwell in our Hearts by Faith, that we may 
comprehend with #11 Saints, the Heighths. and Depths, the Breadths 
and Lengths of what paſſes Kyowledg ; That we may be filled with 
All the Fulneſs of Him, who can, to perfe&t Myſtery, do above All 
we car ak or think ; and yet to ſhew it no Blind Chimerick, or 
Imaginary thing ; By a Power that Worketh IN «as; To Himbe Glo- 
ry inhis Church by Jeſus Chriſt _— All Ages, Amen. 

And in Regard of ſo many Antichriſts, Enemies to the Glory 
of Chriſt and of his Goſpel in this Age, and in the midit of us; 
Let-us Hereby know to our Conſolation, 1: i the very Laſt of the 
Laſt Time, the Time for God to Work for the Conſuming the Grand 
Antichriſt and all the Leſſer Antichri/ts,that come out: of his Smoke 
with Him. | 

The Lord Haſten it in this his very Time ; So Joyn, I beſeech 
you in Supplication with your moſt 


Humble AﬀeCtionate Servant 


In our Lord Jeſus 
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THE 
PREFACE. 


T Here hath Lately Appeared in Print, A Book 


Entituled, Chriftianity not Myſterious ; And 
It Undertakes to Shew, There is a—_— 
Above 


| the Goſpel, Contrary to Reaſon, or 
it; And that no Chriſtian Do&rine can be cal'd, A 
Myſtery, 
The Writer Conceals his Name, and I do not de- 
fire to make Enquiry after it ; For it is not «a Name, but 


Truth, and Weight of Diſcourſe I would Injift upon ; 


Nor would I, if I could, make Any Reflexion upon Per- 
ſons, Having All Reaſons m my ſelf for Humility, in Re- 
gard both of Conſciouſneſs of my own Weakneſs, and 
alſo of Unworthineſs : I would deal onely with Things, 
and 7 reat them, as T hey Require to be Treated ; That All 


may Reſt on the Merit of True Reaſon, according to the 


Word of God, and not on Sallyes of Wit, or Satyre ; 
And, that All may be Managed with a Gravity Conde- 
cent to the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, and with Re- 

A Verenca 


The Preface. 


I could Have Heartily wiſh'd, that even the Writer of 


the Freatile, [ Deſign to Review, had Avoided any thing, 
that Looks ſo Like Ridiculing, aud Expoling , as that 
Diatogue between the Dottor and Parithioner, p. 1 1 2, 
&c. and Left his Reader to Bow before the Majeity of 
Evidence, (us He expreſſes it) wherever he Found it :%ynd 
bad. Forboro. that , as Leaſt Indecorouſneſſe of Exgye/- 
fron , tawards Perſons. of ſo Great Veneration for their Ac- 
campliſhments. of Holineſs, aud © Tiearning ; as. alſo 
their Early Profeſſion of Chriftianity ; I mean, The 
Fathers, whom He calls, p. 5. The Herd of the Fa- 
thers ;: as.if becauſe of Their Reverence zh the Myſteries 
of- the Gofpel above the Pretenſions of Reaſon , They 
were. to be Look & upon as Irrattonal, not to ſay Worſe : 
4 Fein. of clear, unſwliyed-Reafon, eſpecially Bowing be- 
for2 a Greater Majeſty, then what. we are too ſuddenly 
prone to call Evidence ; { mean the Authority of God 


in his Word; 1 value above All Flouriſhes, tha iſcrve the 


Reader's. Diverſzon and Airyneſs, rather then his Inſtrufti- 

on, and Benefit. 
I wm glad to find ſo many Reflexions on the Myſtery of: 
Iniquity; and the Depths of Sathan,. as hope tbey wall 
| ſhortly 
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The Preface. | 

Shortly be Univerſally deem'd, and ſpoken of ; I mean' That 
of Popery, or ſober burr fo Le ex Ef 
upon the Glory of True Chriftianity'; becauſe Setip- 
ture hath fv "often Doomed it to Impenitency, and Per- 
dition : But I cannot but lock upon it, as moſt Injuriqus, 
td Parallel, in any Degree with it, thoſe Fornis of Sound 
Do&trine, ſo often! Reproathed tndet the Namie of Syſterns, 
or Syſtematic T heology ; wherein any bzve taken care 
to: keep, 'efpecially' Cloſe to Scripture ; and thoſe Intel- 
lectual Bxercitations wpon them are ſuited ' to Men of 
Thought and Contemplation,  thozph not ſo Familiar 
to Common Readers, or Heaters ; who muy yet have thoſe 
Difficulties Moaſticated, and Prepared for them, by more 
plain Diſcourſes. Wu AÞ ogg 
I do not yet Plead for Binding Men's Faith and Con- 
{c1ences to any Words. or Form'of Words, eÞar dont, y 
pecially in Chriftian- Myſteries, Keep, as cloſe as may be, 
naeanely'ty Scripture-Senſe, but' to Scripture-Exprefli- 
ons;: with» as-little variation as is poſſible ; Comparing Spi- 
rituab things with Spiritual ; and that they who to ths, 
come neareſt to the Thing, as'the Author ſpeaks; thbugh 
wth! what' Deſign, in his Explaining of thoſe Words, p. 5. 

[ will: not undertake'to Juilge'; Let bins therein” Stand' or. * 
Fall to his own Maſter. I En” 
The Things that give me Scandal. in tz Treatiſe, 
are; Firſt,, The Boldneſs, and Iflenty of th# Frotfiti(- 

piece, /o:very-Contemptuous, and even Contradiffarwto the © 

Conſtant\ Panzuage of the New ' Teſtamen '* SY © 

OLNg 


a 


| Goſp#l, Myſtbry) airs Frutht, Wifferits;" Whilf hr 
z openly Bears out , Chriftianity not Myſterious ; this 
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The Preface. 

favours of Tao mean anEfteem of the Sacred Sta 
and Superſcription, and the Images it gives of Thinks, 
aud Heghly Countenances Antiſcripturiim, which yet the 


Mp. 


Writer would Appear not to have any Fawour for. 


| book upen it, as a Fuft Occaſion for a Chriſtian Zeal 
againſt it ; That the Deiſts, as the Men of Reaſon, and 
Virtuoſo" , @s they would be Thought, in Religion, 
Take the Pretenſions of this Treatiſe, as Seroice to 
T hemſelves ; Finding ſo much ſettled, in what, They Ac- 
count T heir own Territory, and Demeſne ; Reaſon, and 
Free-Will; And, in the mean time, they A the Part 
of Ananias, and Saphira ; They Keep Back, or With- 
draw, ſome Nobleft Principles of thy Goſpel on theſe very 
Intereſts ; To which Secret Service, one cannot, but Suſ- 
pet, this Diſcourſe is Devoted. 

I cannot but be Troubled; The Obſerving Atheiſt, with 
whom the Deiſt is in a Cloſe Allyance, Repoyces to find his: 
Account in this Suppoſiting a Dead Child of Reaſon, and 
Free-will, as they now go amongſt Men, in the Reom of 
that Living Spirituous Chriſtianity of the Scriptures ; 
or at leaſt, That it is Divided between a Nominal Faith, 


and « Philoſophy , that ts indeed Vain, and Science, 


Falſly ſo Called. 

be Beaux-Eſprits , The Men of Ayr, and Wit, 
are pleas'd with Meeting the Sacred, and Awful My- 
ſteries of Chriſtian Religion under Burleſque, and Ra1l- 
ought to Aﬀet the Sincere Lovers of it witb 
Sadneſs, and | ROK. ſuch a. Prophane Temper. of the 


Age | 


' . 
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The Preface. | 5 
; T will not Deny, That ſome, nat to be Looked npon 
þ with ſo Ill an Eye, as the Former, who do not Cloſely In- 
ſpecF, nor Penetrate the Scope, and Tendency of ſuch a Diſ- 
courſe, but ſuſfer Themſelves to be Impos'd upon by Palli- 
ations, and Pretences, think it Innocent : But even this 
Deſerves Lamentation , as ſhewing a Soft, and Tame Sur- 
rendry of the Faith of the Goſpel, or a Gallio-Like Spi- 
. rit, that does. not Generouſly, and Genuinely Care for theſe 
Things. 
But AII, who more Wiſely and Diſcerningly Conſider 
ſuch Diſſertations in their Spring, and Iſſue, are Aware, 
How Deſtruttive to, and Subverſrue of the Dotrines, 
Life, and Power, and even of the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, 
they are. | \ 
| | On the Whole, therefore I make this Solemn Pro- 
' feſton, with Appeal to Him, who Searches Hearts, 
That I have no other Deſign in this Anſwer, but the Glo- 
ry of God in the Bleſſed, and Glorious Goſpel of kis 
Son ; the Salvation: of Souls, That they may Buy the 
Truth, andnot, on Any Fair Glozes, Sell it. . And there- 
fore I can with All Humble WP «4 and Aſſurance, 
Commend the Undertaking to the Divine Acceptance, in, 
and through the Mediator, and to His Bleſſing upon it ; to 
the Approbation of Sincere Chriſtians ; and to the very 
Reaſon of the Adverſaries between God, and their own. 


Conſc ences " 4, NO 59 


THE 
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F. 40, 4, CC. 


OF THE 
TFEELTFTISE, 
Chriſtianity nat Myſterious ;and of. the dliboer to it, 


* Truth in any Debate, is the Plaineſt Laying Dow the. 
State of it, or Giving a Scheme. of what is Agreed on 
Both Parts.; of what is mainly in Difference; and'of' the Prin- 
cipal. Tapicks of, Argument on each ſide. Theſe: therefore I 
would lay down in, one View. | a 


FT IHE Faireſt, and Cleareſt Method. ſor the Attaining- 


1. There is an Acknowledgment on Both Parts ofthe Divine - 
Original of the Goſpel, and'of itsTruths; That. They aratrom;” 
God: The Advantage of which in Deciding this Controver- | 
iy, is; That whatever is regularly Argued from Scripture, and 
trom the very Stream, and Current of it, is to be Own'd, Re- 
ceiy*d, and Reſted upon as Truth by each Party ; and 1s un- 
conbroMy 'Agrecable to Right Reaſon, and Right Reaſon to 


IT, 


2. There 


The SCHEME of the Treatiſe. - 

2. There are yet Truths of the Goſpel , that could never have 7: 40, 41, | 
been Found out by the Trueſt, or even the Higheſt Created” 
Reaſon, ſecing they are the Deeps of God, and can be known 
onely by Revelation from Himſelf. The Advantage of this 
Acknowledgment is; That in Regard' of the Original of the 
Truths of the Goſpe/, whatever of Adorableneſs, and Exciting 
Profoundeſt Reverence is Imported in Divine Myſteries, is tor . 
ever cue to the Truths of the Goſpel, as in their Unſcarthable 
Spring, - and Origin : And this certainly ought to have Mode- 
rated a Zygsl without Kpowledze, or Due Conſideration of All, 
that do but Acknowledgzſo much, in De-Myferizing them ( if T 
may ſo ſpeak) or Laying them Common; Thrs ſhould Con- 
Ciliate, to-them rhoſt Hamble Veneration, and Love, as In- 
eltimable Pledges of the Good-will of the Supreme Being, to. 
{uch Unworthy Defpicable Creatures, as we the Children of 
Men Are, to whom the Goſpul is Vouchſafed ; and even of Con- 
deſcenfion to Angels, whom Sacred Writing ſhews to have an 
Intereſt, at leaſt of Bekoldimgy with Admiratior, and Delight. 

And beſides this, there are Reaſons, as will appear, that what 
1s ſo Originally Myſtery, ſhould be always fo, till ſuch a State 
or Compreheafion, as. wherein A Myitery ſhall be Fi- 
niſhed. 


3- It is Acknowledged, That the Goſpel is prepared, and eve gg, ;, .. 
Gloriouſly Accomphſty& to Inform, and to Hluminate ; And that Cup. 34. 
it was Attended with: an Undoubted Evidence, and Demon- 
ſtratzon of the Power of. God in Mirac/es, that might give All. 
Aſſurance, and Satisfaction to the Reaſon, and Mind of Man ; 

That it was, and is from God. 

\ The Advantage of this Acknowledgment on Both Parts 1s, 
That hereby, Firt, There is an Unpaſſable Ga{ph ' F:x/d be- 
tweei the Great Myſtery of Godlineſs, and the Myſtery of In:quity, 
Which is a Mftery of Darkreſs, as Darkneſs it ar ; and its. 
| Miracles Ly'ng Womders, that' is, Wonders of Darknels, Like . 
only:tothe Foul Idolatrous Myferzes of: Pazami/mr, andits Fables 
| xs Scripture continually-fhades the ons by the 'other 
Let: there therefore be no go wa a __ on oy Gof- 
\ pel Notion, or ſtyle of my/tery, from the myſtery of Iniquity; leemg” 
| the One is ers: fromthe. Orker;- as: Light trom' Darkneſs, or .. 


as. 
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The SCHEME of the Treatiſe. 


as Heaven from Hell, and that by Scripture it ſelf ; which, 
'though it = the word fey, fo continually, as a Veſſel of 


Honor, an | 
Antichriſtiaziſme, the Counterfeit of Chriſtianity, under the 
Title of a Counter-myſtery alſo, the myſtery of iniquity. 


4. It is from hence Agreed vnBoth parts, that Faith is Ne 
Implicit,Sequacious, Blind Aſſent ; but a Grace of Greateſt Wiſ- 


dom, and Undetſtanding, Full of Cleareſt Light, and Percep- 


tions of Truth, Able to be the vocgxors , the veryPreſence, or 
Solid Argument of Things not ſeen ; the incyx05, the Demon- 
ſtration of Things Hoped for. 

The Advantage of this Agreement is, that , if notwith- 
ſtanding this, There ſhall be Found ſome Intimate, and even 
Eſſential Reaſon , why m»y/tery ſhould be Acknowledged my- 


ftery ; and that even becauſe Faith 1s ſo wiſe, and Intelligent a 


Grace; It will then come home to the Deciſion of the Main 
Point, whether Chriſtianity be myferiows or nor, and it will be 
Decided for it. | 


5. We are Both One, That we have not Adequate Ideas of 
the Truths of the Goſpel, nor Behold the Eſſences of the things 
therein, no more, than we have Adequate Conceptions of the 
Drvine Being, or Attributes; or can Behold the Divine Eſ- 
ſence: Nor have we ſo much, as Adequate Conceptions of 
Things 1n Nature, nor can behold their Efences : The Advan- 
tage of this Acknowledgment lies in this, That one Undenyable 
Senſe of myſtery, viz. Some Kind of Concealment, and Reſerve 
is Found in the Truths of Chr:i#ianity ; There are ſuch Secre- 
{yes in them, that we cannot by our ſelves have Proportionate 
Apprehenſions, nor Adequate Iazas of; and yet, that this can- 
not -be a ſufficient Realon of myſteryzing them ; But if there 
may be Reaſons given, why their Hadenneſſes ſhould be called 
myſteries, and the Secrets of Nature not on thoſe Reaſons , 
ſtyled myſteries ; Yea, if ſome Reaſon of Great Value may be 
given, why the Truths of the Gofpel may be called myſteries 


- more particularly, then the Divine Being, and Attributes, which 
yet. cannot be Found our ro Perfeftion ; This Acknowledg- 


ment may be very ſerviceable, and conduce much to the Statin 


the Principal Point now in hand. OP ET 6, It 


Proper to its own Divine Truths,) hath yer ſet. 


| | 
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The SCHEME of the Treatiſe. 9 


6. It muſt of neceſſity be Agreed by All, that have Rever- 
ence for the Goſpel, and the: Revelations of it ; That there are 
no Real Contradictions therein; All ſuch are to be Remov'd 
into the »y/tery of Iniquity, with All Things, that would come 
within the Verge of Religion, and are of a Trivial Nature; or 
which Falling under a Contradiction in the very Judgment of 
Senſe, can be likened to a Ball, White 'and Black together ;' or a 
Square that's Round ; or a Cane without Two Ends. For all 
the Truths of Chriſtianity are not only Free from ContradiCti- 
on, but known to be from God, by the Heavenlyneſs,-Dignity, 
Salutarineſs of their Nature, Tendency to the Glory of God,and 
to the Salvation of Souls. 

But as to ſeeming Contradictions, where the Seemingneſs- is 
the Effe&t of the Weakneſs, and Darkneſs of our IntelleQual 
Powers,and that are Dimm'd with the Vapors of Corruption,and 
Steams of Luſt ; and where theObjects arePure,Spiritual,Sublime, 
and we do not in our Groſſneſs Comprehend them; Herein 'a 
more {tri Account is to be taken, than the Author hath given. 

6. That to Underſtand the Truths @f the Goſpel, {0 as to 
Receive Them ; the Prejudices of a Carnal Mind, and all Lufts 
are to be Remoy'd : Men muſt be Humble, not Proud ; Con- 
ſiderate, not Haſty'; Diligent in Search after Truth, not"Sloth- 
ful, or Careleſs; They muſtuſe.their Reaſon , and Intelledtual 
Faculties aright : The Advantage of this Acknowledgment 'on 
both fides is, That it lets us' into a Great Reaſon, why the 

myſteries of the Goſpel are to be Allow'd my/teries ; Becauſe 
there is a neceſſity of Divine Grace to Enlighten, and Conform 
the Mind to the Obedience of Faith. | 

7. There's a Suppoſition: in the Treatiſe of Sypra-IntellefFual 
Truths, that none can underſtand, except their Perceptions be 
Communicated to them in an Extraordinary Manner, as*by 
New Powers and Organs. And, by the ſame Favourtheſe Truths 
are Communicated from One to Another 1n the Preachmng*ef the 
Goſpel ; Now this Suppoſition, I mean, of : Supra-InretietFual - 
Traths, and a Supernatural Manner of Communication ,-at'T' Di. 
ſtance, and ſo Coldly. Suppoſed. is That, which'T-would-endeay-' 
our to make good to be the Conftant'; and Uniform Senſe of 

| the New Teſtament; as appears by thoſe Expreſſions: of the” 
Spirit of Wiſdom, and Illumination (of which the Author _— D 
| B takes 
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The SCHE ME of the Treatiſe. 
takes notice) Regrneration, and Renovation of the goof the 
Mind; And I fee not what Abſurdity, or Unreaſonablenelſs rhe 
Author can charge upon it ; ſince he owns ; There are Men 
Taught of God, and that God wants not Ability Righthy to Inform 
them.as neceſſary to ſuch Communucations, p. 132. 47 

That he Himſelf does not {ſuppoſe Abſolutely New Facul- 
ties, or Organs, but as by New Faculties, or Organs: I look 
upon as a Great Truth of the Goſpel : In this Suppoſiti- 
on therefore, the Word of God, which is ſharp, as a Two-Edzed- 
Sword, ſeems to me, tohave met him, as the Angel of the Loyd 
did Bala in the way, with a Drawn Sword, Warning him, that 
his Reaſoning is in the Sight of God Perverſe, and to be cut in 
pieces by 1t. | : 

Laith, Herein I am of the ſame Mind with this Treatiſe, and 
the Auther. of it, as that on which he Builds his Diſcourſe 
throughout, if it be but Explained Aright ; and "That Aright 
(as I {uppoſe)- he will allow, iz. For any thing'to be my#ery, 
i5to be Above our Reafon, Afting according to our Innate 1dezs ; 
thoſe. that may be ſuppoſed to be Concreated with vs, or that 
we have a Natural Power to Form, and to Reaſon according to 
in our preſent ſtate. And whatever is not Abowe theſe Idews, and 
our Reaſon ating upon them, '15 not 9#eyy, though we have not 
Adequate Ideas, or Perfe& Conceprions of ' Things; or Intuition 
of Fete Bilences, BY | 
. Now if Reaſon be taken in this Limited Senſe., there may 
be, and, as things are, there muſt be y#ery ; But if in a Supreme: 
Abſoluce ſenſe, it 1s certain ; As there can be no Truth Above 
Divine Reaſon, ſo there can be no my#tery, 

Contrary to Reaſon can only be ſuppoſed of any Truth, as. 
Corrupted Reaſon can be called Reaſon; Or, as Men will ob- 
ſ{tinately holdtheir Meaſure of Reaſoz to be the Standard ; fo 
that whatever is Higher or Deeper, Longer, or Broader: then 
that Meaſure, or Standard, is not Reaſon, but Contrary to it : Now 
either. of theſe is ſo Fality called Rezſon, that they have: very 


little Intereſt-in the {triQtelt Conſideration, I confeis, of myſtery. 
But focing | This Corruption of |Reafon, or Adherence to any 
Short Meafure, of (though True) Reaſon: be now a Depravati- 
on. Immedicinable, but by the Lifting up of the Mind above 
itſelf by a Supernatural Power ; "The Truths of the Goſpel may 


toQ 
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too Truely be faid to' be Contrary roReaſon, and fo myſtery ; 
even as, and more then if they were Above Reaſon only. 

. 'The Advantage of this Accord in the Deſcription of myſtery 
is, That hereby a clear, and diftin&t underſtanding of what 15 
principally in Difference, is attained, viz. 

On the Side of the Treatiſe, it is affirm'd by. the Author ; 
'There .is' no Doctrine of Chriſtianity, that can be properly ſtyl- 
ed a myſtery; that is; above Reaſon, or contrary to it. 

In A»/ſwer to the Treatiſe, I Affirm; There are Greateſt 


Truths of the Goſpel Above Reaſon, though not conſider'd, as 


Corrupt ; and/many more; Yea, the whole Tenor, and -Frame of 
the Goſpel, as it comprizes the Redemption of Man Fallen, by 
our Lord Jeſus Choi, 1s Both above and contrary to it, as Cor- 


rupted, and ſo wyſtery. 


And according to the Meafures of Reaſoz, ſo are the Powers 


of Free-will to be Arbitrated, and Eſtimated, as ſhall be ſeen, 
through the Aſſiſtance of God , in the Following Debate. 

The Topicks , or Seats of Argument, on which the Author , 
and his Treatiſe Rely, are, - 2 

1. That when the Truths of the Goſpel are once Revealed, the 
Mind and Reaſon of Man is able; by its ſelf, to Form Idews of 
Thetn, according to. Revela#ton; (o far as is neceſſaty to our Ad- 
vantage, however nbt.Adequate'; and by Former lara Implant- 
ed, to Judge of them, as from God, and according to Truth ; 
Eliſe they could be nothing-to us-any more, than if never Reveal- 
ed ; nor could we elſe diſtinguiſh. them from Falſhood , and 
Deluſion, ſo proper 'to- the Mj/tery of Iniquity; And that Man 
hath a Power of -Free-will Obedientially to Anſwer the Ends 
of ſuch Revelations, if not wanting to himſelf ;- Eiſc'he could 
not be juſtly Condemned. - era. [ 
' 2, That the Goſpel is -prepared and Addreſſed to the Minds 
and Wills of Men, according to the former Hypotheſis, or Argu- 
ment; and not,as if it were Myfery. : 

On the Contrary Part, to ſhew, the Goſpel' is Myſteriows ; 1 
will endeavour, after the Cloſeſt Purſuits of the Nature of 
Reaſon, and of Revelation, according to both Scripture and Rea- 
ſon, and the Intimate Senfe of Awaken'd Mind. 

* From Both theſe therefore Compared, we ſhall Attain the 


Knowledge; How the very word My#fery came 1nto the o_ 
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Tre SCHEME of the Treatiſe. 
of the Goſpel, aud Adjuſt thereunto the uſe of it m the Impure 
Myſteries of Paganiſm, and Antichriftiamſm ; andthe Common 
uſe of 1t in ordinary Concernments; and for what Excellent 


purpoſes it is to be Zealouſly Contended for in Divine Things,till 
All Myſtery be Finiſh d. | : 


© Andto Exemplify Goſpel Reaſon, and Myſery, I will doitin 


Him, who 1s indeed the Higheſt Exemplar of Both ; The Eter- 
nal Logs, or Reaſon, and the Myſtery ; as he is Chriſt in as the 
Hope of Glory. And hereby we ſhall be led into the Supreme 
Myſtery of the Father ; The Word; The Spirit. 

_ Andall along, in Anſwer to this Treatzſe, I would remove 
the Scandals and Reproaches caſt upon the Truths of the Go- 
ſpel, Aſſerted to be Myſterious; and the Faithful Stewards of thoſe 
Myſteries, as if they had any Symboliſm with the Myſtery of Ini- 
q-ity ; and ſhew how they difter as Light and Parknek, | 

In the Laſt Place, Any Objeftions I can Derive frem the Trea- 
tiſe, that can be ſuppoſed to be made againſt the My/teriou/neſs 
of Chriſtianity, as it ſhall be made our in the .A»ſwer, ſhall 'be 
throughout it, as particularly as may be taken 4nto Juſt, and E- 
qual Conſideration. 

According to this Scheme I ſhall, by the Aſſiſtance of God, 
not only endeavour a Seripture, but a Rational Conviftion , 
that the DoCtrines of Chriſtianity are, and muſt needs be in 
Trueſt Senſe __—_— = 

IT Conclude therefore this ſhort Scheme with Applying that 


Grave Obſervation to the whole ; It is ſaid; 4 tele as 


in Nature makes Men Atheiſts ; But a Deep, and Well-Ballaſt- 


ed Knowledge more ſtrongly Rootes Them in the Acknow- 
ledgment, and Adoration of the Divine Being ; So Superficial 
TinCtures of Rezſon give Men occaſion to Deny the My/teriou/- 
zeſs of Chriſtianity ; but the Juſter Preſences of it in the Mind 
give Fulleſt Aſſurances ;_ It is in All True Senſes Myſtertoas, 


, even the Adorable Myſtery of the Divine Wiſdom and Grace. 


A 


A Diſconſe of hs Myſkaioulacs' me 4 
* anity, in anſwer to a treatiſe, Chriſtianity 
not Myſteriqus. : 


C H A Þ: I. 
Of the chſe and fri conſideration of Reaſon. 


N ſpeaking:of Reaſon cannot acquieſce tothe ſingling out of 7ze es 
that. compare, and 1, Jean of the 1dee's' of the Riga, and dufion wah 


Arguinj frond in nding < out Truth, aſſigned in this Trea; I 
tiſe, wh a Rk Repreſentation of Reafom: but that there [6.x _—_ 
ought to be as juſt an Animadverſion, on what the Author does 
indeed Repreſent; which -ought to be-taken in, viz. the Mird, 
the 1dea's of the Mind, the Evidences the Mind hath of Notions, 
ox Propoſitions immediately, and as. lwng in Full Demonttrati- 
on:And alſo what the Authortakes no notice of, viz. That Holineſs, 
Purity, - Righteouſneſs, ' Univerſal Goodneſs and Probity, inſepa- 
rate from '/ rue Reaſon ; Thit Inward 3 | and Prophoric, ,or out- 
ward, /.6:»;, Speech ſo Eſſential to Reaſon and that Exergy We 


gor, and Power of Imprinting it ſelf . upon. Rational bee 
immediately reſulting from Reaſox, according tothe, Exc 

of the Reaſon, from which it flows: For _ I as A 4 pn 
extend it ſelf, with Relation to what 1s to be Ds/fver _ 
|- x Viz. Spirit, Mind, the Underſtanding, the Diſcurſeoe on = - —__ 
Vildom, Knowledg, Truth: "The W:/aom, that is the' Fear of the You's: 


Lotd the Kpolel of the Holy, The We 2% og the Lav 
[2G v: 


Written 


4 ' 
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Written in the Heart. The ſpeaking in the Fleart, or Communing 
with it ; The To»gne of the Wiſe, of the Learned, a might and pow- 
er, an Authority of Teaching. But were it not that in one peculiar 
caſe of greateſt moment (as ſhall beſet out, but deferr'd till what 
is more univerſally agrec2ble, have made the way to1t.) I ſhould 
have no favor for the word Reaſon, on a Religious Account; as be- 
ing a word taken from the Pride and Supercile of -Phrloſophy, and 
not from Scripture; but ſet in oppoſition to the Spirituality of the 
Goſpel : But ſeeing it hath pleated the Spirit of God to ſingleout 
that word, that all the Great Men of Reaſoz have expreſled it by ; 
wiz. ys ; andto apply it to theSon of God, 5 45,05, the Rage 
as Scripture is, The Writing ; therein SanQtifying the Learning of 
Ee ypt,to ſo Tranſcendent a Revelation , and fo plainly point- 
ing upon the ſenſe of that word, weare to be upon, in ſtyling 
that 5 Adyor, the Light of Men, as Reaſon 1n the General Accep- 
tation 1s ; and the Light, that Lightneth every man that cometh into 
the World ; I ſhallgenerally adhere toitin the following Diſcourſe, 
and have an eſpecial Regard to it, as it muſt needs be underſtood 
in this Debate, viz. That Reaſon, or Reaſoning Unaer ſtanding 
planted in the Mind, or intellectual Spirit of Man, conſtituting 
{uch an IntelleQual, Rational Creation ; altho in this Fallen Cons 
dition of Man, there ate only ſome Reſerves, or ſome Mentions 
and Ruinsof it. | ROT fe ty 


Scheme Foregoing ; That to be Above, or not above 

Reaſon, determines Myſtery, or no Myſtery ; it is moſt 

neceflary therefore to- Examine, wherein thetrue nature 
of Reaſoz: conſiſts, aſcending up to the Supreme and Eternal Rea- 
fon, and coming down by the {everal Scales, and Degrees of Cre- 
ated Reaſon,and,in Created Reaſon to confider it as Upright and 
Entire, and as Fallen and Depraved. To make therctore the 
ExaQteſt enquiry after the Scripture-notion of Reaſon, comparing 
it with theintimate fenſe of Man-kind (it that ſenſe be duly Re- 
flefed upon) ſhall be the brit part of my undertaking. - 


6. 1. [ T is agreed on both parts, as 1s acknowledged in the 


CE. 2. The very force and weight of the word Realon, and ſo 


of Wiſdom, Underſtanding, Truth ; leads to ſome ſupreme wiſdons 
and rezs/op ; for every name, and pretence to theſe high and ex- 
| cellent 


(15) 
cetlent things,cannot be themſelves; And yet one pygtence would 
be as' good as another, and the loudeſt ſound, like the ſtrongeſt 
ſword, would carry it, were there not ſome Abſolute Wiſdom, 
and Reaſon, by which all the various pretenſions are to be Tryed 
and Determin'd. 


' 'S. 3. We find among Men, There are various Degrees andEle- 
vations of Reaſons and Wiſdoms (as we may ftile them) or of 
Under (tandings ; ſome Higher, and ſome Lower, and we Na- 
turally Appeal from the Lower, tothoſe we judg Higher ; till 
we come to what we eſteem Higheſt ; And if thoſe various 
 Unaerſt andings, or Reaſons are at difference among themſelves; 
we cannot bur acknowledg our ſelves obliged, and we do ne- 
ceſſarily acquieſce in what we judg the Trueſt, and the moſt ex- 
cellent Underſtanding ; If we are ſincere in our Search after, and 


deſire of Truth. _ * 


F. 4. It is true, this is,becauſe we do; if we do, as Intelle&tu- 
al Beings Ought; 'Try and Examine, and reduce all to ſome 
infallible Standard, in which we can — and of- which 
we have a Senſe within our ſelves; And He, Or that which 
we find comes neareſt to that Standard, we moſt defer to, and 
acquieſce in, and cannot but do ſo ; which Argues, we have all 
a Senſe, or Conſciouſneſs of ſome Abſolute perfect Standard of 
Wiſdom or Reaſon ; without Agreement with which, what would 
be Reputed Wiſdom, is Inſipience or Folly ; what would be re- 
- puted Rezſor is Irrationality, and Abſurdity. 


$. 5. This Infallible Standard, if we make a curious and 
home Reflection upon it in our ſelves, we cannot conceive of, as 
One Abſtrated Norma, Rule, or Line of Wiſdom and Reaſon, 
that doth not know it ſelf, or doth not it ſelf know, that it 
knows, or underſtands; That doth not Judg ſo, as to know, 
that it Judges, and That cannot pronounce and declare, ac- 
cording to it ſelf ; and know itdoes fo ; For this were ſuch an Al- 
lay and Degradation of its excellency, as 1s molt intolerable 
once to ſuppofe : It muſt be theretore ſome Living, Self-know- 
ing, Self-intelligent Being, He, or That which teacheth Man K nonw- 
tede, ſhall not It, or He know? Even All PerteCtions. of __, 
| . ITINNI- 
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-Omaipptence, Omaipreſence, Eternity, neceſſarily lead tothat 
Self knowmg,.SelF-intelligent Living;Being, who : ab Fer- 


f-ions : And in Univerſal Senſe and. CharaQter of Language is 
the Divine Being, GOD, who is All theſe, andknows he 1s. all 
theſe ; and who is Able, even by the very Perfeglagn of his own 


Supreme Wiſdom and Reaſon, uncontrollably to know, even by 


that-very, Res/on,, that, he. is, that infallible  w1/aem, Reaſon and 
icnderfignding;, 204A who reaſon cangph but acknowledg he is ſo; 


but if there were any ſych Abſtratted. Dead Law, ſtiled wiſdom: 
or reaſon, God: derivedthe Rule and Meaſure of ' his Underſtand- 


ing, and AQtions fyom, and. referr'd them to. ;,that were not 


HimfelE,:and, his-own,Being,; He were, not then Supreme, but 


" Aceduntable;, and. Apoſtate Spirits, might ;maintaib an Everlaſting 


and Undecidable Plea againit God, 'whetber God, or they them- 
ſelves came neareſt to that Rule ; butthe Glory, Luſtre and Cla- 
ritude of his Being declare him that Supreme w:dom, and reaſon, 
aud the Rule of it; and Devils Believe and Tremble : Here then 
is the-Firſty and moſt Fundamental Notion, of. reſo. or wiſdom ; 
The Father-of Lights, the Father of Spirits,with. whoms is 10 varia- 
tion, - nor ſþaddow of T aurning,,. 1s the Supreme, r Abſolute, Infallible 
Reaſon or 'Unaerſt auding ;, and to ſpeak of . Reaſon, and not to Ac- 


ho WES him Supreme, it is not to. know. what. we ſpeak... nor 
air. FRY 
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CHAD 2. 


Of the Excellencies that are'to be Attributed. to the Infinite 
* Wiſdom and Reaſon, and that we: Know cannot but be 


fo Attributed. 


Ld _ _— 9mm OI: —— C26 > "- 
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6. 1. 7 Ith this Eternal Wiſdom and Reaſon, are, all Iacs's. of 

Being, notonly Exiſting, but poſſible to Exiſt m the 
Pure and moſt Exquiſite Truth of gach, who. gives a poſſbi- 
lity of Exiſtence to them, if Infinite Being pleas'd ; For Infinite 
' Underſtanding, and Reaſon is the Origin, and. Exemplar of all 


Ideas, 


(17) 

Taear, the Teſt by which they are Tryed, the Beam at which 
they are weighed; whether Ju and True, or Counterfeit, Falſe 
and Light ; and the Immenle Repoſitory from whence they are 
Deriv'd ; Even as Infinite Being is the Source and Fountain of all 
Being ; and thus this Eternal Spirit, Mind and Reaſon Sees by, 
and 1n it (elf,or in its own Spirit, its own Infinite Being;and in that 
Infinite Being all Beings that have been, are, and ever ſhall be; 
or that if he had pleaſed, might have been, or may be, if he pleat- 
es to have them be ; according to their ſeveral Natures, Diſtinct 
ons, and the Igeas of them. He holds all in himſelf, as the Foun- 
tain of Being, and according to his own will concerning them 
All theſe are Held, 


$. 2. Hence ariſes that great and excellent word, and notion, 
Truth ; which 1s a Correſpondence between Being or Reality, 
and an Underſtanding, Beholding, and Looking upon it with 
Judgment ; any pretended Iaes's that arenot according to Things, 
areFantoms,and notIaea's;all other Apprehenſions,Conceptions,No- 
tions, Concluſions, that Created Underſtandings can Form, are 
nothings, if taken out of the Underſtandings that Formed them ; 
Becauſe Created Underſtandings cannot touch them into Being, 
as Increated Can; and not only ſo, but Reality and Truth Ruſh 
ing againlt them, breaks them to.nothing, even within the Un- 
derſtandings that Form'd them, finding things ſo much other- 
wile: And which we ought well to conſider; Truth and Rea- 
lity take hold of Thoſe, who had no Igea's of them; and, to their 
Full PerfeQtion, of thoſe, who had only Inadequate Ideas of them ; 
as the wordsof the Dead Prophets took hold of the Jews, becauſe zach. i. 5. 
from God, however Inſenſible of them ; of the Fathers who heard 
them, and Believed them not ; and of their Children, who were 
not Born, when they were ſpoken : Now Truth is [nfinite, even 
as the Divine Being and Underſtanding is; and of -unexprel- 
{ible mulrt:plicicy, as the Divine Diſplayes in the Works of Cre- 
ation and Providence are; Deep, unfarhomable, and unſearchable, 
asthe Coanſels of his Will are, till Revealed. - | 


6. 3. The Relations, Aſpe&ts upon , mutual Reſpe&s, Pro- - 
portions, Operations between Being, and Being, withtheir whole : 
ſtate, from the Infinite, Increated Being, to the Higheſt Creat- 
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ed Being, and ſo from oneto-another to the very loweſt of Be- 
ings, are pext to be Conſidered ; ſome of which are Evident to 
Reaſon by Senſe, ſome by an immediate, intuitive AQ of the 
Mind, or Reaſos ; now herein, even in theſe mutual Propoſiti- 
ons, and RefſpeQs Reſides a ſecond Apprehenſion, or Notion, of 
what we mean by Reafer : And all the Reaſon we have, will de- 
fer to the Infinite Reaſon to be the infallible Standard of Rea/ox 
and Truth herein ; For, who, as hecan diſcern all the ftrait, and 
dire, the Branching out, and Tranſverſe Lines in Created Be- 
ings from one to another ; and the immediate Influences from 
lumſelf to all Created Beings, in whom all Beings have their 
Being ; even as they that Live, and Move, have their Life and Ao- 
5/0# 10 him; for all thele he holds Originally in Himſelf, and con- 
tinually ſuſtains, and guides by himſelf ; even as he drew them 
out with fo admirable Mathematicks , that the Secrets of Wiſdom 
herein are Double to all that is known to the wilelt of Angels, 
much more to the moſt Curious Human Inveſtigator, of what 
we call Nature : And from hence ariſes an inexplicable multipli- 
city of Truth, and ſo of the aQtivity of Rezſoz concerning it. 


F. 4. The Trains, DeduQtions , Conncxians and' Inferences 
that may be made from one Branch of Being, and the Truths 
arifing ? I it, toanother Branch of Being, and the Truths Ari- 
fing from That, and fo throughout from the {ſeveral Connexions 
and Enterweavings of one with another, come next under Ac- 
count, and are very particularly to be conſiderd ; For fiom the 
comparing and. ballancing theſe one with another, and the Idea's 
of them one with another flows, what we properly call Ratzoci- 
uation, or Argument of Reaſon. Now all theſe {eeth and behold: 
th by one: Intuitive A& of Seeing, the Eternal Underſtanding, 
or Reaſox ; and no underſtanding can ſee, or behold them, but in 
his Light, and according to his Infinite, and Infall:ble Standard 
of Ratiocination; nor can any Ratiocination upon them be Right, 
but as they agree with, and are according to this Infinite. and 
Infallible Standard of Ratiocination ; who holds in himſelf, and 
continually derives from himſelf thoſe Bonds of Union , and 
Links of Connexion, things have one with another, on which 
Ratiocination and: Argument are founded ; and therefore cannot 
but know, to Infiniy of Certainty, and exattneſs ; for what we: 


ſee, 


| 
" 
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ſee, but one after another, and notwith « ſuſt Equality, he ſees 
together, and with a juſt Poize of 'Each ; the want of which 
preſence of, and regard toall 1des's, and the Equipoize of them, 
wasthe Ruin of Angels : What truſt then can be to our due Con» 
gregating, Compare, and Ballance of Ideas one with another 
when we either leave out altogether., or do not Ri iſh 
weigh ſome principal 1aza; as moſt certainly befel!L4dam m his De- 
ception and Fall; and yer hercin, even in this Ratioctaation, or 
comparing, and librating Ide one with another , The Author 
of this Treatiſe places Reaſoz ; and it |is certainly the Fort-Royal 
of it, altho what went before, and *what is to follow, ought to 
have full conſideration in our Eſtimate of Reafon. FE 


F- 5. In thoſe Accounts of | Reaſon! before inſiſted upon, we 
may, and I have endeavour'd to Argue from the little of Reaſon 
in our ſelves, to the Infinity of Reaſon in the Infinite Reaſon, 
Wildom, Underſtanding, and Truth ; But in the Account I 
would now give of Rea/ox, I ſhall Argue from the Infinite Rea- 
ſon to all Finite Reaſon ; That no Reaſon, Wiſdom, or Un» 
derſtanding can be according to Truth fo, that 1s not entirely 
Holy, and Good ; and although we want this excellency of 


Reaſon yy et we cannot but acknowledg it the excellency of 


Reaſon, and Aſcribe it to God the beſt of Beings, and Reaſons; 
Thar Rea/on then is not to be acknowledged Reaſon, nor worth 

Trutt in any Enquiry atter Truth, that can betray its Truſt ſo 
Far, asto Reſign up the Will toany fin; which according. to the 
Law of Creation, it hath in its Condu&t and Power ; if there- 
fore the Underſtanding and Reaſon did not turn away from good 
by Darkneſs, or not brightning its own Beams , but Re- 
ceiving an even voluntary Eclipſe upon them , no Evil could be 
Admitted ; For it is uideed certainly true, the Will of a Ration- 


al Peing is one with its Reaſon, and the Reafon with rhe Will; 
when ever one Errs, the other Errs : 'I'he wileft of the Fallen 


Angc'; is but a Prince of Darineſs, held in Chains of Darkneſs; 
and hi, Fundam-::ral Wickedneſs is inan Apoſtate, Rebel, Diſloyal 


Reaſor. ; Judging that Holinsis, Conformity'withz. Obedience” to ©» 


the Sup:.me Being is not Good for him ; andi{o it is us-lin 
tul Men, «1d our fins; and et becauſe There” is» Will in! this 
Reaton, it is under an everlalting; righteous Condemration:;: ro 
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'The Infinite Rea/ox is Infinite Holineſs and Goodneſs ; - He camnor 
be Tempted of Evil; neither can he Tempt any one. If it were 
not thus, he could not have made werehts for the Minds, nor weigh. 
Job 28. 23+. ed the Water by Meaſure: He could not have made a Decree for the 
Prove 3. 19, Rain, nor a way for the Lightning of Thunder : By the Wi/dom of 
Infinite Holineſs he Founded the Earth ; by an underſtanding of In. 
finite Parity he Eitabliſhed the Heavens ; by a Kyowleds of Infi- 
nite. Freedom from, and diſtance from ſin, the Depths are Broken 
4 and the Clouds drop down their Dew ; All the Ordinances of the 
reation are ſettled, and {o kept in Order 5 There arethe ſame 
 Mathematicks 1n one, as in the other ; if the Creator could have 
Err'd in the one, he had in the other alſo ; and if he could now 
ſo Err, the whole Courſe of Nature would fly in Peices, as the A- 
poltle James intimates it endanger'd by the Wickednelſs of the 
Tongue. And ſoit 1s1n every Created Reaſox, and particularly in 
Man, if he can ſo miſ-judg, that all Circumſtances laid together, 
it is not beſt for him to be Holy, Righteous, Good ; his. Reaſon is 
- not to be truſted for any thing, becaule it is his; Upon his Cre- 
_ dit, that twoand two make Four, 1s not to be Received:: The 
Mathematicks of the. whole Creation are Violated in him : For 
when God made weights for the Winds, &c. He ſaid to Man, be fix- 
Rom. 2.14, fd him, as a Being of Reaſon inthis ; The Fear of the Lord, That is 
- Wiſdom, To depart 7 Bog Evil, that is Unaerſt anding ; This is that 
Vous EyyexDs ; that In-MWritten Law in the Heart of Man. If 
he does not ſo Fear, fo Depart, Reaſon, as it 1s his Reaſon, is worth 
Fro7.3- 5 nothing. The. Wiſdom that Founded the Earth, &c. Is to hate 
Evil ; It underſtands Righteouſneſs, Judgment, aud every good Path - 
The Wiſdom that canentertain Evil, is then of no Value, nor to 
be truſted in any thing, as it 1s tuch a Wiſdom ; For the. whole 
of. ſuch a Reaſor. is ſpoiled. 


Jam, 1. 13. 


6. 6. I know it will be objzetted ; Are not.Evil Men great Phi- 
loſphers, Mathematicians, Politicians and States-mea ;, but the An-- 
fwer is.: The Infinite Reaſon Holds in it felt the Truth of all 
Natural, Prudential, Political Wiſdom, and Underſtanding; and 
ſo far as it appears by the. Evidence of things themſelves, that 
there is truth, ſo far. they are to be received : Put the Reaſon 
tranſpoſed;. perverted, diſtorted in the Love of Evil, is in nothing 
to be confided in for_its qwn ſake ; nor. is a_whole Council of _ | 

ul, 


(21F 
ful, Fallen Men to be confided in, in any one Point ; becauſe 
they have Fail'd in-ſo Radical a One, as to. have finn'd ; they 
may not attend to ſome one great Principle, that bears up ſuch, 
orink atruth ; Even as in that Radical One : And though they 
may Acknowledg and Subſcribe to many Holy Rules, and Live 
in Obedience to ome ; yet this, as fhall be further offered, flows 
from Grace towards ſome, and in others from a Righte- 


ous Judgment of God ; who as he holds faſt all Holy 
Truths in himſelf, ſo Demonſtrates them by others 'as he. 


pleaſes Varioully ; But it ſtill remains, no ſuch Judg- 
ment or Underſtanding, or Reaſon, is to. be truſted on its own 


Account ; And all the 'Truth and Good that isin the World, is to - 


be Aſcribed to other Springs, as we {hall ſee. 


S. 7. We know in our ſelves, as we are Beings of Reaſon ; 


Every Intellectual Being hath an Internal Annunciation to it ſelf, . 
and within it ſelf, according to its comprehenſions of Reaſon, that - 
1s even Conſubſtantial to it ſelf; and according to which, irDe-, 
clares it ſelf to other Intellectual Beings, by external' Enunciati- 
on or Elocution.: And-theſe-are fo much reaſoz that both the in- . 


ward, and the outward are expreſſed by Reaſon. it ſelf; acyss ; 
They are the great DiſtinQion of . Man, . the Creature of .reaſoz, 


from Creatures of no reaſoz-; That Angels have within Them- - 
ſelves. {uch Internal Noticesof - their own Comprehenſions, weare:: 


moſt aſſured by our ownExperience;andthat they haveEnunciation.Þ. 


toother Intelle&ual Beings of their own order,we cannot doubt, 


in. Alluſtion to which, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the T oz2ze of Angels; 


The Excellency of God's Internel and Declarative word, I will Dif- 


courle Qn another. Head, but toſpeak of what will not be denyed : 
by any who acknowledg God, and Scripture the word of God; it's. | 
this; T hat if Infiniterea/oz, Wiſdom and Truth, hath condeſcended to... 


{peak, there is no ſuch ſpeechin the whole Creation,as. HisWord, 


and the Records of what he hath ſpoken;” to contain in it (elf, and. .. 
to. Reveal Myſtery ; and no other but his Word can be proper tor 


either... Seeing Externa] Speech 1s Govern'd- by inward Intel- 


lectual Fower of Enunciation ; as the one Excells, ſo does the 0+. 


ther; If therefore the-underſtanding, and reaſon of God bethe 


onlyInfallible rea/on,hisEnunciation and Declaration can be onlyIn- 


fallible-; Reaſoz in.us was his word,and wauld be ſo,if it were the -- 


ſams. 
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fame he gave ;Eut it.is now fallen : And this Aſſures the Excellency 
of the Word. of Gd Foaleh or written ; There is a Decluvtio 
or Voice of God in the Creation, declaring his Infinite Wifdom, 
and Underſtanding, to the Intellectual Creation, . according to 
their Firſt Creation ; but the word of God declares. the Courfels 
of his Will in Receiving of Fallen, and Loſt Man. Every word 
of which is pure as Sibver tryed in 4 Furnace of Earth, purified ſewers 
times-; 'u0'q whoſqever ares to aad to i, of his own, as if it 
were the fame, or equal, will be fourd 2 Lyar, that is, a Forper, 
and Deceiver; or a Reaſon fallly fo call'd. 


F. 8 Every rational Being, or reaſon, hath in the motions of 
reaſon, a Force, Might, Spirit of rea/cz, or preſence of it, aQtive in 
himſelf, and impreſſive on thoſe to whom he declares himſelf, 
according to the Degree and Excellency of his rea/oz,and by which 
| he looks back upon himſelf, and is Conſcious of the rea/ox that 
mooves in and from him ; and knows that he knows ; and this 
giyes Lifeto the inward Notions, and Notices, or that inward 
word of reaſon; and to the Communications, or Enunciations of 
reaſon to other Intelligent Beings : This aflures there is in the Di- 
vine Being, the infinite r7eaſor, an Infinite Spirit, and Power of 
Wiſdom, and Underſtanding ; of which in its higheſt Excellen- 
cy, I will further ſpeak by his own Aſſiſtance; But in genera] 
Apprehenſion, God Exalteth by his Power, none teacheth like him. 
There is a Spirit in Man, but the mighty Breathing of the All. 
mighty gives him UCnderſtanging , 2 mighty Energy, or Spirit from 
God, the Supreme reaſoz, and Underſtanding : This we cannot 
but acknowledg, and Aſcribe to the Supreme Underſtanding : 
| For if we find it in ſuch Reaſozs, as we are, one towards ano- 
ther, a Communication with ſome peculiar Efficacy, according 
to the Reaſon, that does Communicate, or the Reaſons that Com- 
municate one with another ; How much morets it to be acknow- 
ledged to the Infinite Reaſon Teaching m14n Kpowledg ; and there- 
fore how can any Gracious Aproaches, by his Spirit, to the Souls 
of his Servants, Inlightning, and Teaching them be Denyed ? 


CHAP. 


(i*3.)|| 
CHAP. II. 


Of Created Reafons, and their various Orders, and Re- 
ferences one to another, as Beings of Reaſon, anid of 
their upright and Fallen Eſtate, and the great difference 


of therr eaſon theren. 


6. 1. Þ Have thus far conſidered the Paramount , and Tran- 
ſcendent Infinite Being , Wiſdom, Truth, Reaſon, By 
thoſe Tracings of Reaſon, as in Us, not. only Finite, but Dege- 
nerate Spirits,or Beings of Reaſon; that whatever true Lines there- 
of are Diſcoverable in us may lead us up to the Infinite, and 
- Infinitely Pure Original; and thew us the Immenſeneſs of his 
PerfeQAtions ; For it is certain Intellettual ' Spirits cannot be made 
ſuch, or continue in any Activity, as ſuch , but that God the In- 
finite, IntelleQtual Objetft, and mott 'Intelligible, muft needs be 
ſeen by them in his Great PerfeCtion, and Attributes :'But I 
would now conſider Created Intelle&tual Beings, and ſuch, as 
we cannot, but by our Reſon, Divine, are of a Higher Sphere, 
and 445 hh than our ſelves; and Scripture makes known tous, 
as Seraphic, Angelic Beings, and among them Thrones, Principal:- 
ties, Dominioas, Powers ; and fo come down to Human Spirits. 
in Bodies, and obſerve upon theſe, and the various Elevations 
| of them (and All in their State of Integrity, and unfallen) what 
; Tay Direct us in our main purſuit after-Reaſoy. 


|  £&. 2. All Created Spirits, of what Order ſ{cever, are Beings, 
; or Spirits Begotten by-Crearion of the. Father of Lights, the Fa-. 
| ther of Spirits in his own Imaze, and Likeneſs; and fo are Intel- 
| lectual Spirits, and Beings. of Reaſoz by their very Being, and 
| Deſcent; And in their firſt Creation they bear a Reſemblance 
| of the Eternal Wiſdom, and Reaſon in Fry one of the foremen- 
| tioned particulars; as hath beenalready ſuthciently to the preſent 
| purpoſe Remark'd concerning them: And as there is an Original pe 
1 Begetting,. Breathing, or Creation-at- Firlt, ſo.there is a-continu- _ 
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al ſuſtentation of Intelletual Beings, fo far, as they are in their 
Firit Eſtate, or are but preſerved in any Remains of it; and 


according to the Degrees of their Creation, and Suſtentation, or 
fas I may call 1t) their Reſervation 1n an Intellectual State, not- 
withſtanding their Leaving their Firſt Eſtate, and Forſaking their 
own Habitation, They are in Dependence upon their Supreme, 


' a Standard of Wiſdom, Reaſon, and Truth to themſelves, with- 


in themſelves; yet ſo that in the Original Light, Trath, Wiſdom, 
Reaſon they ſee this Light, and enjoy this Priviledg ; that is, they 
are Intellectually Seeing, Diſcerning Spirits, Beings of Reaſon; As 
the Spirit of a Man is the Candle of the Lord, a Light ſhining in his 
Light ; who Teacheth Man Kwowledg, mor. than the Beaits of the 
Field, and the Fowls of the Air.: Thus, as before-faid, There is 4 
Spirit in Man, and the Breath of the Almighty giveth him Under- 


Ftanaing. 


$. 3. But yet, it is always ro be Remembred; In their very 
Original Creation, without the conſideration of any after Abate- 
ment, or Diminution ; they are but Finite, and cannot fee be- 
yond the Limits and Bounds of their Creation, eitherto Find out, 
or Judg of what is Above, and beyond Them : Any more then 
the Eye of the Body,” becauſe it 1s a ſeeing Organ, and the Lzghr 
of the Body, can ſee at too great Diſtance, without the help of Fa 
leſcopes; or when the Object is ſoGreat, as not to be meaſur'd by 
It, 4 by the Help of Mathemar'ic Inſtruments ; or ſo Minute, 
as not to be Diſcern'd, but by the help of Mezcrofcopes. 


$. 4. Of IntelleftualSpirits, There are by the very ſupreme 
Diſpoſe, and Arbitration of the Infinite Underſtanding, and Rea- 


ſon, various, Spheres, and Orbs Higher, and more Ample = Low- 


er, and more Narrow ; One Star aiffers from another Star in Glory : 
There are Intelligences Angelic, and Human. In the Argelzc, the 
before obſerv'd T hrones, Dominions, Principalities, Powers, which 
Eminencies Arife from different Glories of Underſtanding ; and 
ſo we know, there are different Elevations of Human Under- 
ſtanding, whether by the Immediate Hand of the Father of 
Lights, and Spirits, or the Diſpoſes of Providence in the Fabric of | 
the Body; or the Opportunities of Education, State and Condi- | 


Þ6+ 15. 1. tion in the World ; Separation to Intermeaale with Wiſdom through 


EAY nei 


Ws OP a 
earneſt Deſire ; But no IntelleCtual Created Spirit can, by vous of 

its _ Intellectual, Tranſcend its own Sphere. The higheſt 

Created Spirit cannot Approach within any diſtance of the In- 
created ; or be ſuppoſed Infinite in its Reaſon, becauſe a Spirit ;; 

For God is, The only Wiſe, and his Underſtanding is alone Infinite..ptu, 47. x. 
That therefore which is clearly known, and within the compaſs 

of the Reſon of Intellectual Beings of a Fir/# Magnitude, may be 

above the Reaſon of thoſe Below Them, and fo fucceſſively and 
Subalternately, till we come to the Loweſt ;. but to the loaghty- 

eſt Seraphic Underſtanding, There are in the Divine Under- 
ſtanding, Truths, and Deeps of Counſels, that are above the Rea». 

fon of it ; ſo that it can be only ſaid of the Infinite Underſtand: 

ing, There is nothing above Reaſon, that is, above it ſelf, nor 

contrary to it, that is Reaſon and Trath, | 5 


a 
- 
. 


S. 5. But how much more muſt many, and thoſe very great 
Truths of God be above Rezſon to Fallen Loſt Man, fo depreſſed 
and abaſed by fin, that he cannot lift up himſelf, but with great 
Difficulty in any AQ of Underſtanding ? and whoſe Reaſon, as 
hath been before more: fully Argued, can be of no Reputation; 
becauſe it can, _upon all circumſtances conlider'd, give its ulti- 
mate Vote, or Dictate for Sin : For now the IntelleQual Spirit 
being under an Averfion from the Father of Lights, diſtorted by 
Luſt, and Love of Evil, is eaſy of Acceſs to the Father of Lyes, 
Blinding and Bemiſting it, to whom ut isnow Turn'd; How then 
can it form [gea's of Divine Things? Behold the Proportions, 
and true ReſpeQs of Things one to another ? Jndg of Good and 
Evil, of true Pleaſure, or Griet, and Pain, in a Moral Senſe, 
of Happineſs or Miſery 2 How can it make true Inferences, or 
Concluſions ? Riſe up to the Holineſs of the Law of Gad, or 
receive his Manifeſtations of himſelt, or. ſubmit -to, the Energres 
of lis Grace it ſelf, ſocorrupted ? What, was not Apove it be-: 
fore Corrupted, is now become Above it ; How .mychmore Su». 
pernatural Revelations! Nay, They are contrary to_Rea/ar {0 
Corrupted, and Reaſon Corrupted to theſe Truths of God 5/-a+ 
gainſt which it moves in Array , as: Black,Glouds and. Va- 
pors againſt the Sun, and- its , Light: $0, do Intelk<tual Spt- | 
rits ( Angelic become Diabolic) Rulers of the Darkneſs Ls >1q * 

E World, 
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orld, and encrate Human Spirits againſt the Light, and 
Tra of Goa and of his. Word. | Ts 


6. 6. 1f it be ſaid, The Lufts of Men are' not. Reaſop; It is 
| True ; but as the Enquiry is in Job '; Where is wiſdom to be found, 
| and where is the Pluce of Under ſt anding, viz. in its Purity? ſeeing it. 5 


| hid from the Eyes of all Living : Even as it i kept cloſe from the 
F-| Fowles of the Air.: Death and Deftruttion have heard the Fame of it 


Man bath loft, what God faid to Him concerning it, (and is un- 


i der Conviftion, how much iris Loſt) by Creation ; The Fear of 


the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil, is Under flanding ; 
Wherein can his Reaſoz be Now Accounted' of ? All muſt 

Reſoly'd, into what: Solomon only found, Counting Men one by one ; 
God made Man upright ; He made him him an entire Rezſoz ; but 


he hath ſought out many Inventions, carrying a ſhew of Reaſon, 
but Reaſon '15 loſt : A Diſtorted Rezfon is not to be confided in ;: 


Reaſon is found; Eccleſ. 7. 27. 


;\&. 7. Tf it be further faid, Shall we Allow no Reaſoz, nor. 
Truth in the World ? Is It no Teſt to Try True, and. Falſe, 
Good and Evil by? Andif it be, why may not Reaſon 'be 
Trufted+in eyery thing ? And if it be not, Haw ſhall we ſecure 
aur- ſelves from being impoſed upon ? The Anſwer ſhall be 
given 1n its proper place, unde- the Head of Revelation to each 
af ' theſe Enquiries by way. of Anſwer to them as Objettions. 


== — —— — Fc 
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$. 8. But ſecing this. Treatiſe makes acknowledgment of 


Scripture. by ſo _ References to it, Ithink to ſum upthis head 
viz. The it aft 


we may ſee, how far, in the Judgment of That, it. can' be 
thoughtof Value to Decide Truth by, viz. This Above, or contrary 


Angels 3 in whom God pats no Truſt, tho his Seryants a 


with therr Ears: God alone underftandeth the way thereof ; And if 


Such is. that of All men; 1» oze Man only, viz. The Second Adam, 


er the true Notion of Reaſon, according to* ' 
Scripture, -and our Inward Senſe, and Experience, by giving the 
general Senſe of Scripture upon the preſent State oft Human Rea- . 
ſox, Wiſdom, and Underſtanding in our Fallea Condition 5, that - 


to Reſon; that. is, to Human Reaſon; yea, we might Aſcend 
tagher, even to higheſt Created Rea/oz, the Reaſon of Unfallen 
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HAS, ant the MoiriRers of his: Pladare; but. 
comparing them with his own Holmeſs;and :* 
is Infinite ; and therefore they cover not only their Feer, but their 
Feces, their higheſt PerfeCtions before him: For theſe Stars are wot 
pare in 'his ſght ; but as to the preſent purpoſe of Human Reaſox, 
Rophar, ſo near the Pp of the Y Yorld, takes notice ; That 
vain man would be wiſe ; He Aſpires to the Reputation of being /% *'* 5 
ſo; tho he be Born Like thewild Aſs Colt, the moſt Undiſciplinable 
ef all Animals, fo filly and fo wild, and yet the Emblem of 
Human V Viſdom : Notwithſtanding this, every Age hath Riſen 
up in this preſumption upon thetr own Reaſoz; This is that 
Gnoſticiſm of every Age : The Apoſtle fays, we know that we all 
have Kpowleag ! that is, we take upon us to have ſo ; But het eor. s. x. 
adds, i any. man think he knwes any:thing, 'ht knows nothiwg' yet, as 
he ought to K now ; and efmraſiire nana the: Lowe of. God, and 
bring known of him'to our Airy Kaowledge or Reaſon. He looks 
upon them, as Men. of no Fopiaks ; that{.is,.. of ho"-Reaſor, who * T-4- 2. 
have not Faith; who are: nor-inftrutted'of God by his:Spurit.in 
his Word : Yet we Dwarfs of Reafon, :of a Span long,and Hand 
Breadth, dare tomeafure Reaſoys withthe Almig bty, vain pufhup "EPR Y 
in our minds, which are but Carnal, whilewerhink them fo ſubli 
as to meaſure Divine Things ; I» the:wiſdam of. God, the World: by 
w#/dom knew not God: The Lord'\kneweth the.T s of the wiſe, that 
thry-are vain, even the Diſcurſive rea/onings of the wiſe. The wmijdons 


of 'this world is Footifhneſs with God. Let a' man become ai Fool, thas C.3-15,19,20. 


he may be wiſe : With innumerable ſuch Scriptures that would pur 
anhumble Chriſtian quite out of conceit with-his-own reaſon, and 
make him rather:&ry out with Solomon, 41 thi have I proved by 
nieſaoim, I ſaid, I' will be wiſe,” but it was far from me: That which 
ts far off - ard exceedins Deep,- who can find'it out ! Surely] am more ,._ _- DR 
bruitthh than any\'man ; I huvenbt theunderſtanding Taos re Prov. 30. 1, 
his firſt Creation. I neither learned wiſaom, nor. know the knowledy of 


the Holy. The Great Wiſdom is not to-bewiſe above what 5 write ROM. 12. 3. 
ten.; bur to be wiſe ro Sebrrety ; So little in all this, and; much mare, | 
that might be Collced of the ſame: Senſe, doth Scripture-ietby!, 
above, or contrary to Human Reaf0z, as now current among Men: 
For what the'Reaſon'of Mancondemns/as: the Fookiſareſs.of Gog, 
or Fooliſhneſs in Divine Things, that do not commend themſelves 
E.'2 =; 4 30 


tCor.1.20,21. 


Deeps of his Courſe! towards them, or.any.of them, above what 
L was 


( 28 ) 
to Regfos, or the Wiſdomof Men, is yet wiſer than that Imagi- 
nary Reaſon or Wiſdom, of Men. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the Second Hlead propoſed in this Diſcourſe, An En- 
quiry after the Nature of Revelation, with an Anſwer 
upon.it to Former Objections. 


— CO O_ 


of the word Revelation ; For it plainly ſignifies the uncos 

vering and making plain, viſible, and open, what was 
before Covered, Vailed, Hidden, and Concealed : And this is 
the Apocalypſis every where ſpoken of in Scripture from- God 
and his Spirit ; and herein the Diſcourſe, Chriſtianity rot Myſte- 
7104s, agrees, and acknowledges Myſteries before Revelation, as 
being of the Deeps of God, which »o Max carr know, ſceing not. 
the Deeps of « man : But it is ſuppoſed that Revelation is re- 
commended to Reaſon, and is no more than Information, or 


'T Here needs no Introduction concerning the. word, or ſenſe 


Teftimony from any other Hand; the certitude only of Divine 
Excells;. For in Human Information Reaſo» Judges of the Cres. . 


dibility, and 1f it. finds cauſe, diſallow the Veracity of the Te-. 
ftimony, and rejetts the Things ; but 1n Divine Information, it 
allows the 'Teftimony ; but it it cannat receive the things as cre: 


dible in ſuch an appearance, Reaſon changes them by Interpretati- - 


on, into other appearances, wherein it can. allow. them ; altho 
it be never ſoplain by compare of Scripture, and Reaſox guided by 


dient, as I- go on thus to Remanſtrate., 


&. 1. JJ Eveldtion is a Manifeſtation of God to his Intellectual 
Creatures from theSecret of his own Parpoſe, and the 


it, Scripture intends what. Reaſez Rejects; bur I ſhall endeavour 
to make plain by Scripture, and true. Reaſoz, according to it, and 
the conſent of Experience ; that.this is a wholly miſtaken Expe- - 


( 29.) 
was made known to them, or. might be found. out by: them ac” 
cording to their Firſt Creation, or. Eſtabliſhmear-3.but- they be- 
ing from an Holy, Wiſe, and Infinitely Gracious Being, They 
are and cannot but be in every one of theſe like to-hims 
| ſelf; andas they are ſuper-induced to, Creation, .they are of Fur-" 
| ther and higher Grace ; for what-ever was neceflary to: the Firſt 
| Creation, was given, and made known by the Infinitely. wiſe 
and good, Creator ; who yet being Infinite, and Infinitely Free, 
| had more to give than he gave at firſt, but was not obliged to 
| Giveall at once: Now thele things could not be known: but: by 
Revelation, For what man knows the things of 4 man; . but the Spirtg \ Cor. 2. 11. 
of 4 man, that is within kim : Even ſo the things of God knoweth'#0' 
mas, but the - wp of God : The Goſpel on: this Account is fo of-! 
| ten Stiled, The Myſtery hid in God, kept ſecret ſince the World he- 
| gan; hidden Wiſdom, the wiſdom of God in a miſtery ; Angels there- 
| fore, Principalities and Powers could not by their Higher Light, 
{ than that of the human Creation, find it out; bus leare # bythe 
Church : This is 3ndeed Agrecd, but yet ought to be ſet 1016s clear- 
eſt, and fulleſt Light. | 1455" 1 SSNIA of 


E.. 2. The IntelleQtual Eye was in Creation enabled to fee, - 
and behold only the Objects proper to ſuch a Creation, as it . 
was Created; even as the Beaits of the. Field; and; Fowl: of. the | 
Heavens have n@ higher a Light, than that, of ſenſe, 'as proper-to 
their Creation : So have the ' Higher Creations, each in. their 
Claſſe, a Light Proportionable to ſuch, . or ſuch, an Elevation ot + 
Creation ; For elſe ſuch higher Light muſt be ſuppoſed to have : 
lain Superfluous, or might have known the mind of the Lord, and” 
been his Caunſeller before. Revelation, or could, at leaft,' have 1m- 
mediately comprehended the. ſecret Counſels of. God, -whenever< 
Revealed ; But Angels Learn, and Deſire toLook into them Further 
and Further ; ſes. ugdoubtedly . partake ot that grand Priviledg 
of the Church, the Spirit of Revelation to Ewable them > Thar 
which puts the matter out of all doubt,is z that the Apoſtiejoyns, - 
and ſo Scripture through6ut,the Spirit of God Given, and Recev/a; - 
that we might know.and Diſcern : Now the Spirit is-not an out- - 
ward, butan inward Revealer, and Elevator of the Spirit: of 2 
Man ; as Elihu ſpeaks in Job, God Exalss, lifts up by bus Powery, 
the Spirit of. his Creatures whom he. Teaches 3 whoy _ 

| | _ 4 EACTIES: 
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cotifined/compalls, 4nd below them ;' they may Congtepate, i, 
ſtir bj-ReaſGning, and In{truton all the Light," ſuch had. 
befobe; amd extend ic as/far-as it can be extended under the Ma. 
nytemedcy of the Eternal Light, and Rea/o ſaſtaining and a&- 
..- ing, bork the higher and; lower Tntelſetts; 'but, they can give ne 
Iaw xernatutal Lipht; when what rhey fitrdis not ſufficient; 
That; is the Gtoty: of the Father of Glory; and of Lights ; Thi 

Exalting Spirits by his Spirit is his -Prerogative aloe ; and what 
harh 'been. faid of Light, may be rfiuch more'affirmed of Grace, 
Love; Holy, Conformity of the whole Spitit to, Revealed Truth ; 
Thatis from-the:God'of: all Grace by bis Spirit; fo that the Author 
of the Treatiſe Sw, 4nd yet would hot, or djd not ſte in ſeeing | 
the Renewing the Faculties by the Spirit of God, Given now ; 
and of the very Organs in the Spiritua/ Boay, a Body fitted by 
the Quickning Spirityat the Reſurrection, and the Finiſhing All 
Myſtery, hs things above Reaſon (as was before obſerv'd in 
the Schoine). which Scriprace every whete Teaches; is doric by 
the Spirit of -Wz/dom and Revelation: And yetthe Dignity of the 
Fift'Creativn 4s. herein ſtill affirm, Thar :he-Father of Spirits 
hath given'the Immortal Spirit of Man #» is own Image ; (o that 
it:1s capable of 'the 1nhabitation'ot his own Spirit, as an Higher 
Spirit in'it; and hath alſo Engrafted, and notwithſtanding, fia 
Reſerved; ſuch Principles of Truth; thar-are of Great Service, 
and Uſe inthe Renovation, as ſhalt bemore-ſhewn. | 


$. 3. If now the Lightof Creation be ſo unable, without an 
higher Illumination, and Grace ; tho conſidered withuut any 
Lofs; or Abatement of*ir ſelf; not only ;to find; our, but to re- 
ceive Revelation; much leſs can it be a Standard to'it, when it is 
but a Partial Light, and not Adequate to Truths above its 
Sphere.; 'what ſhall we think then of a Broken, Shatter'd, Ship- 
wrack'd Reeſon, whoſe Light is Darker'd in its very Heavens : 
Fer chat it is ſo, is Evident, not only by all the Dithculties of 

| attaln» 
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Foote not born up 
| be wiſe, it is far from us. 
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fog.” . But that which 1 look up th 
ftration to every Mans, Con Goes, Reo od 
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be, or. ate Sap Vraſe of. Gaſes, - T: ; Sobe 
eaj0n 15 not e topive t'S ItLVE, 

wor but DiQate; Thar theſe are” beſt * for Fangor, wad 10Ns : 
. This ſhews ſome Vertical, Point in-all, Probity , Resſop in this - 
State it is now in, does. not,ſee.- .Ng w this 1s t ; princi | Pajat 
of Wiſdom, and of Roaſes 3 3, And it was, given in. Creatigh, 
when to Man, he faid equilly. with making weights Me the 
Wind, The Fear of the Lord, That # wiſdom. and not only, to 


know, we. ought to, do it, but Attua L Qually pg Dy Fai » Pray, 1s 
TY, 


_ 


hw. >» it Sem. lth Spe! b- 


| Underſt anding; And Any Reaſon p 
| «mn, a Reaſon Broken, and out, ot ; 
| it would Operate true to the very utmoſt Pointer 


even as all other. Laws of Creation. are; obery's oN ad: that 
| Law firſt Given of. the - Fear of the Lord, ad D Daft, deg 
| Evil in Man. . The Reaſon of han 15 now like the 
! Tnſtrument, or an Engine of the YVirz4 ig: woe | L ran polan : 


| Jai All ſeems to be ſet Fair, and. ht; Bur, it 
es in the laſt point of Effe&': And Th od Rm Randing 
all Probabilties Le ole Fen Appearances it. 15-Not. to--be; truſted - 
Thus the preſent Reaſon of Mag lq-nfo or -Piety, Juſtice, and:. 
Temperance, . and ſo ſeems Righ RE LL and-End , 
| -but' ir miſcarriesin the-Doing v4 IS-; no in the, Deed, 
| and ſos not for its own - "__ any flee: to be Truſted: - 
"The Reaſon of the Firſt Man did not thug, ſtars aſide 44. a brokew 
'Bow juſt at the Mark, before his Sin and Fall:-If. you ſay: hen, -. 
| How did Sin Enter? - The Anſwer is plain ; dem, Luxared, *. 
and ftrain'd his Re«ſox in. Judging by it; 'of what was: (PS; 5 
| matter of, Revelation; of becoming Like, God. Si than | 
Þ by Creatinn,. not. Acquieſcing | by aith.in the of at Fine ” 
| of the Creator, and obedience, to. his. Conimend bh 0 Eating 
| and fo was Deceives, and Diſobey'd;, and; Ruin'd Hir Ty 5Þ 
| His Poſterity by. the Righteous: Tudgment of. the. -mighty;:, 
| whoſe ways ro pf finaing out by Reaſon. on. : Ro they, - Are; LOOPS Ke: 


yy T 


-pel is the Recovery of Loſt Man by his own Begorten Son; who 


"by Refſtor*d,. and Brought to Light in a much Higher Luſtre, | 
and Spirituality, with a greater Efficacy, and more Indefeizable 


9 Rs © © NETIARY 
et by” Tiftjng in our Bankrapt Reaſon, we' daily. more | 
Entangle our Selves. | Can we think the Fallen Adam was to be * 
uſted,” for not the Finding out (that may be Allowed in the | 
eeitivey but for the Judging of, or Receiving a Revelation of 


y. JF 


"the way of his Recovery 'by a Reſo- that had fo fouly miſ- 
\carryed in Reaching beyond it ſelf: And how much leſs. 1s ours : 
tb be confided in, as'to what is above it, which does ſo dail 

'ſhort of what wes at firſt placed ina Juſt Level tothat Reeſes, | 


fall * 


'& 3. The grand'Revelation of God in his Word, and Gol. 


came from Hexven into that very Loſt : Nature, and Redeemed 
from Death, Hel), the Curfe, the Wrath, and Juſtice of God 


PR" . 
>. ws aac rin As 2 hs. oY "OE OI Sadlacſt #. _ ry 


'by-his own Death, and by the Sacrifice of Himſelf, and by His | 
Mediation, and Intereeffion « the Right Hand of God ; and ap- | 
 pearing ar" laſt in the” REfurteRion of the Dead Bodies of his | 


- 
. 


ints; 4nd the Glorification of the whole Man, is become the Aa- | 
thor of "Eternal Salvation to All that Obey Him, Heb. 5. 9. Here- | 


with Fall in 'All thoſe Truths of the Goſpel, attendant here- 


-upon,and that concenter with them: Even the Godlineſs, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Soberneſs, that the True Reſon hath Loſt, are here- 


A LDF cy > ol. D, - 


*certainty, "That they ſhall not be Loſt, when the Spirits of ' 


thoſe! Redcemed by Chriſt are Redintegrated in them. 


A, $. 9. This is now ſuch a New Heaven and Earth of Things, | 
that the Reaſon'of "Man, 'if it were whole, and entire, as in the | 
rft' Creation, could not, by it felf Judg of, nor Try in its own | 


i 
Bearns', the Supreme Excellencies and Splendors of , bur ? 
would be Oppreſſed with the Glory, and Dazld with the Bright- | 
nefs** however in fome, as it were Ba:k. Parts, it, would {ce a | 
Divinity iq them ; As'tothoſe Glories, that may be ſtiled the Face * 

to the Paramount | 


of them; it muſt} even as' Azgels, ſubinir it ſe] ount | 
and" Infinite Reafon, 'abd* bur irs Mouth at,' as at' that, which 
Hut yot #ot been Tofd it, and that It had vor Heard, in firit Cre- 1 


ation ;*H6w much leſs then can the Decayed Reſon, thoſe Poor | 
- Rilicks, Fragments, and Broken Peices of Reaſo- judg of rhem !| 

Eve throufh tharSin and Tmpurity, that hath United it ſelf there- 
4's 


with. 
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( 33) 


with, the more it endeavours to Rally, and Re-unite it ſelf Ge 
cauſe of that Corruption wherewith it is ſo Tainted, and 
filed , that even the, Mizdand Conſcience of the, Unbelieving. are. 
Defiled), Not only the greater\Ignorance, and, want of Skill, but. 
the greater Enmity and Hatred to ſuch a Superior Light, Ricr'd . t; 
up, as well as blinded by Shan, It| Diſcovers and DeteQts it 

ſelf of; And all- DireQtions, - Advices, or Commands to Separ 

rate it ſelf from that Corruption, axe but: Preſcribings to. the ; 
Blackamore io change his Skin, and the Leopard his Spots. For this, 
CONS! Reep it ſelf Teaches ſo (and.can.do no otherwiſe) "13-23 
to Refuſe Divine Truth. Hence have ug all. choſe Bold and 
Daring Ffforts of pretended ſhrewdoeſs of, Reaſon; and. Argu- 

ment; Tifolencies of it in Scorn and Raylery againſt the Purity ot, 

the, DoQtrine of Chriſt ; That Arch-Fallen, Resſon, the, Devil, 

Turnes himſelf into all ſhapes, ſometimes as a ſevereRationaliſt, ; _ 
ſometimes as a Sarcaſtic Scoffer, and ſometimes is Transform ding... 

an Angel of Light,and as a Zelot forthe Honour of, Chriſtiamty 3 

all ihtefare it is no wonder, if his Miniſters are,'Transform'd > cor. rr. 
ſo alſo, andeven, as the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs; And all theſe 13 &*- 
very Shapes hath The Treatiſe, we have to do with,, put on. -. 


8. 5. It will be faid, If Reaſos be not in s Capaciry.t0,Rexgiye ) 
Revelation, What. ſhall Receive it.? Js it. to be (wallowgd in, 
Ignnrance, and Blind ()bedicnce, or by. an Implicit Faith?, the | 

Anfwer is: The Infinitely, Only Wiſe God, (as the Apoſtle Adotes 7... is; 57, 
him upon the very Account of the Goſpel, the Myſtery, kept hid; 
and Revealed after for the Obediente of - Faith) hath $5.5 d.s New. 
Creation,a Regeneration,s Renovation of the So .of tbe Mind,vje, i 
Faith, a New Underſtanding, and Light; a; Grage of great W4/- 
dom and Intelligence ; and were it not for Confounding, it, with, 
the Exploded Fallen Reaſon ; as men are fo inclin'd to Uo, who. 
are lo Deftrous.to be Teachers of Reaſon, but not Rattonally, as the 
Jews were of the Law, but not Lawfall ;. not Koning whot: 
they ſay, nor whereof they affirm ;, It might be call'd, a New,Re:: 
ſon; that ſees in, and by, and is wholly guided by Revelar; 
and from the-word-of God, Dreling richly in#t, 10 


IG 
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and Spiritual Underitanaing ; And in this Light 1h troves: I mY 
amines alt Things, and bolds faſt that. which, 15. $0 a.;.* ns) 


which'is Above All, In this New Creation,- and Faith, the-Light: 
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(24 / 
f-i+- The great Redeemer by his 'S 
Rented $ Lag and Dwells ie, hich is a Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Revelation, and fo Reves!s thi Deeps of God, that we might 


freely yiven as of Goa. 


Reaſon of-it wholly[Antiquated, and Removed in the New Creati- 


i made'a Reſerve of ſome oreat Principles of Truth, and  Reaſos, 


| or:'Re-imprinted them in the Minds of Meh in General; and the, 


| Rom2.14. 15 


Draught, or Indentings, which the New Creation takes hold of 
in. the Minds of Men, that they ar know by them;The Light 
of the Gofpel .is froms Heaven, and of God : And on the Ac- 
count-of this,” They are Rightcoully Condermsn?d, who do not Re-: 


ceive the Truths of it, fo far, as thefe Impreſſions of Natural 


Li#ht Lead ; fnd it {ts Eertain here is the Condemnation of men, 


Joho 3: 18+. that" They have not Believed in the Name of the Son of God ; becauſe. 


they lowed Darkneſs, rather than Light ; and that becauſe, Thezr 


Detds are E241: And on this Account alfo, even in Deyils, and. 
finciples of fo Great Light given'in, the firſt- 
y God in Higheſt AQuation,- that do, . 
what they.can, They may Glorify His Juſtixe 1n their Condem.. 


Loſt'Spitits, thoſe P. 
Creatiofr are Prefery? 


d by 


netioh 5 Thus is his way 5» the Sea, and his Path in the great Wa- 


| 18#s, #nd his Foot-ſfeps cammot be Traced as jet, or. in the way of  his- 
pieſeht:Boyerttment of the World; He, who 7s Light, and in; 


4s nd Darkneſs at AN, Cauſes Light to prevail 'to_Condem- 
jon; where it kath not, and does. not prevail r9 Conformity, 
edicnce to it ; But in the New Creation; Behold, all things 
There is Inward; Supernatural Illumination, and the 


i$s. $1 


Comprizing alſo within it felf the Firſt fl 


lu- 
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rit, Uhites himſelf to the 
| I Cor, 2, 12. know the Myſteries of rhe Kjngdom of Go J EY TOs, tut ave- 


C.' 6; If it be further Demanded” Ts the Firſt Creatioh, andthe 


+4 cw ad OS ans” 5, Abo j 4 he F * 


” on?” The Anſwer is, All (the unchangeable and unmoyable. 
| o__ of /it are” comprehetided, and taken into the New Creation,” 
W! andmuch Exalted; And Even; as ro ren Unrenewed, ahd before, 
Rendvatios, The Great ' Rederiner hath 14id hold upon', and 


Lav # Written is the Heart,” even of the Gentiles, tor many Great, 
afi#'Wiſe Ends of the Government” of the World ; And that 
Thefe may give Teſtimony to the Holineſs, Purity, Divineſs and 
' Wifdoty of the Fruths of Revelation; They are a kind of Ryde- 


+ Cor, 517. Ge0hrie we New.” There ns the 
—_— Grntees ind Holigef Conforming, the whole IntelſeFtur 
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(39.) i] -þ-- 
mination, ; ſa thatit.is known to be that Firſt mination, ths 
Revelation hath yet taken wholly into it elf,that there may be no 
miſcjudging by a Partial Tight, and yet the Teſtimony of that 
Light preſerved, Steered, but Exalted Fer, above it ſelf. 


"WF It may be largely Remanſtrated upon, how great Aﬀaance 
there is due to the Light, and conduCt of Reaſon, in the Govern- 
ment of States, of Families, of Humgn 'Afﬀairs ;' iy all Sciences 
and Arts, Aſtrowomy, Phyſick, Mathematics, Muſick, Agricaltare, 
Architetare, N, avigation, Manufaitare 3, and how certain, and 
evident the concluſions, that are made according to it are ; and 
what, Truſt therefore may be given to it in Revgon ? Kut on the 
other ſide, we ought to conſider, How much Darkneſs and Ig- 
norance there is ; How difficult and, low the Artainments of 
Knowledg are; How many things yet unknown ; How many 
Errors, and Miſtakes, bardly fond out, and more hardly Cor- 
rected ; what great Differences, and Difagreements of Judg- 
ments in moſt things pretended tobe known; And we ſhall have 
great cauſe to Reſolve all the Honour and yeret we think fo due 
to Human Reaſo# into theGlory and Praiſe, of the Infinite Reaſon, 
W, tſdom, Underſtanding, Truth and Goodneſs ; who holds All Be- 
ings and Truths together in his own Underſtanding, even as un 
his own Uochangeable, and Immenſe Being 3 elfe all had been 
ſoon Diſſolved ; and who, for his own Glory, and Govetninent, 
of the whole Creation, gives ſuch, and fuch Degrees of Afur- 
ance to the Underſtanding of Man in ſo many Things; and yet 
Humbles it under ſo many, and ſo great Failures, That it may 
not preſume upon.it ſelf, eſpecially in things relating to him- 
ſelf, being. convinced of its own fonhel in what, it 15 more 
eaſily ſenſible of; Of all which Thoſe laſt Chapters of God's Ex- 
poſtulation with Job, are {o great an Admonirion, I needenlarge 
no further upon it, - 


: 


. S. 8. It may, in the laſt place be' urg'd, what ſecurity have we 
againſt all the Impoſtures of Paganiſm, Antichriitianiſm, Maho- 
metiſm , and other Portentous, and Monſtrous Opinions, that 


_ be impoſed upon us under the Sacred Name of Revelation, 
= 


things above Reaſon; and not to be Examined by it ?It we 


have not ſuch a Faithful Teſt, as our own Reaſan always pre- 
| | FH 2 ſent 


« © 
n 
: 


Luke It. 5, 
Prov, 3. 5+ 


( 36.) : 
fent to us, and, that may guide-us out of All theſe Mazes and 
Lebirinths ; Buton the other ſide, It is.a very great diſreputation 
to Human Reaſon, that ſo great Parts of Mankind have been 
Involved in theſe ſo Horrible Deluſions 3 and that it hath not 
guided them betterr; and it leads us to the Profoundeſt Humili- 
ation under the Senſe, of the Righteous Judgment of God upon 


_ his Intelletual, Lower Creation, fallen from him by Sin, and fo 


abuſed and deceived by That higher, Angelis Apoſtate Nature, 
called Szthar ; and to earneſt Supplication to him through the 
Redeemer, That, that Bleſſed Time may come quickly, when 
the Knowledg of the Glory of the Lord, and the Kpowleag of the 
Lord ſball. fill: the Earth, as the waters cover the Sea; and alſo ta 
Adore him, that we have the Light of his Goſpel a much ſur- 
er Guide, than our own Rezſoy, as it is now ; and a much higher 
Light, than it was before its ſo greatdebaſement by Sin ; in which 
we find all the true, pure Reaſor that we have Loſt, or that we 
have any Sentiments, Foot-ſteps,or Remains of in us ;. or that we 
can find in our ſelves ; that may aflure us, as far as Reaſon can 
aſſure us, It is of God; and in which, the things that are moſt 
above our Reſon ſhed yet ſuch Beams of Light upon our Un- 
derſtanding,and trueſt Reaſon,as Aſſures; They are from the Father 
of Truth, and not of Lyes, awakening and Enlightaing Reaſoz, 
whule it raiſes us far above our Reaſoz ; and wherein we have a- 
bove all;that Higheſt, moſtAſſuring, S:a/ing, Holy and Comforting 


Sperit, the Spirit of God ; the only Paracler, the Advocate of 


truth within us, promiſed to us ; for which we ſhould al- 


ways Pray with an Importunity that will not be aſhamed, that it. 


may be given given to us; and in which it 1s much better to 
Truf, with all our Hearts, then to Lear to our own Unaeritanding; 


Tho they were as the Uuderſtandings of Angels, in. which ſo great 


a Number of them truſting, and notin that Higher Underſtanding 


and Spirit Fell, and are in Chains of Darkneſs to the Judgment of 
the Great Day: $0 little. Encouragement have we to truſt.in 


Created reaſon. 
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Of the third Head Pr apoſed, VIZ. The Nature-"of | My- 


HE two main Hinges. of this Debate, viz Concerning 
| Reaſon, and concerning Revelation, as Above, or Contr The Int10-- 
to Reſon having been ſo far Treated of; The fiirther Diſcourſe 51727 0f the 
of Myſtery may ſeem. unneceſlary , ſeeing| it is on . both Parts cerning Myfte- 
_ Above, or contrary to Reeſon, demtermines Myſtery, or not”: 

Iyſtery * But: becauſe Biferi or not Myſtery bears the Face of the 
whole matter in Diſpute, and eſpecially, becauſe. Reverence of 
the word of God, and of the Truthsof it (as an Ark or Sanits- 
ary of, and for which; the Spirit of God' hath Separated, and _ 
Sanitified the Word, Myſtery) It calls for a particular Reſearch, 
how, and to what"Truths, and for what Ends It hath ſo Con: 
ſecrated it : The Senſe or Significaaion of the word: it ſelf may. 
be derived from the- 014 Te#ament, where we. meet with the. 
plain notion of #yfery.; the Moſaic Types are pceſented, as myſte- 
rious by the Veil thrown over Moſes's Face, even as the. Apoſtle 
calls them Figures ; ſo we read'of Secret Things, Things kept Fever I 
The ſecrets of Wiſdom 5 Proverbs, and the Interp-etation of them ,, 
Parables; Dark Sayings of the Wiſe: Prophetic V, (ons. AN in Figures g 
ſome of 'them-Interpreted; others leftunder their Veils : This O- 
riginal of -ſteryis worthy to be preferrd as moſt Pure, and Dt- 
vine; And there is a Hebrew ' word of yery.near ſound, comport- 
ing with the Senſe ; though never ſo applied by the Sacred Text; . 
viz. mop, Which cafily paſſes into the Greek, wv,yur: And yet it. 
might fall in herewith ; The word myſtery was a word known to. 
the Gertiles, to ſignify the Secreſies of Pagar Devotions, Com- 
municated- only to their -:y/fe, peculiar Devoted Perſons ;. How- 
ever, thoſe Rites were fowl, and Idolatrous; The Spirit of God 
was pleaſed to- take it frcem thofe impure uſes, as the. Merclian- 
diſe and Hire of- Tyr»s, to be Holineſs to the Lord; to convey the . 
Apprehenſion of the Secrecy of theTrathsof the Goſpel,as Reveal-. 
ed in it by himſelf at that Time, that had been hidden _ 


j (33) 
| and at that very time, from thoſe who Believed not; the hidden 
Wiſdom of God ſpoken to them, who were the Perfei?, or the 
Conſecrated Myſte of it ; Thus as Gbd was pleaſed toſeparate the 
Rom. 15-1% Gentiles, and SanQify them, as an Offering to Himſelf by the Hol, 
Spirit, throngh the Preaching of the Apoſtles, who were before 
as UVncleen.; fo he pleaſed alſo to Hallow this word ayftery, how- 
. ever impure in its former uſe, and to appoint it a Veſſel of 
Honour to himſelf. Let us now confider the importance of it-in 
the Sacred Writings of, the, New Teſtament with the Reaſon of 
things that ſhall be Diſcourſed our of. it, and, Ugiverſal con- 
ſent 'of Language in. ifs 1 
b-1-- $. 1- Th Spirit of God makes, uſe, of .the word. ny/fo3y:im 
A ſpe ing of 'the whole Frame, and Compley of the, Goſpel; the 
| reaching, of which is (aid to be the Revelation, of. the myſtery, 
| Rom-16. 27. which, had been hid in God ; The Preachers of. the (roſpel arecalled 
+ Cor-25- Stewards of the myjteries of Gog ; It.is Giled, 5h mifery' of Chriſt, 
Colt 1. 26. Fhe woyftery of Faith, the hidden Wiſaor.of God,in myſtery, Ordain'd 
27. to the glory of Saints, to whom it 1 Gas to. kngwi the myſteries of 
ngdom of God, This myſtery: Now. this {o. often Repeated 


the 

Denomination of the Goſpel by my/ery ; not only, as before, bur 
fince the Arveletion of it., and withoux any mentign of Revels. 
tion, together with the calling 1 


oY . 


| ;It myſter, oſhews,.kt is an_Appellatir 
on the Spirit of God" much Delighs n, and hath, made. (ﬆ5, ane. 
may fay) "the very Title of the Goſpel; It is therefore very a- 
mazing ; Any one who profeſſes a Veneration, of its Records, 
ſhould” be ſo Induſtrious and Builſy to tear it off, and pull away. 
this Seale : It is moſt true,; Revelation hath much chang'd the; 
State of myſt ertouſneſs in.the Goſpel 5 bur hath nor {0 Removed 
myſtery from it ; but that there 5, AOGPY Reaſon, that even 
ſurmounts the Clearer Revelation of it in the New. Teſtament ; 
why the Title is {till continued : For it is plain, wy/fery may be 
in {ome fenſe Revealed, and yet be my/tery (till, notwithſtand- 
ing that Revelation ; Nebuchagnezzar's Dream, was 11 it ſelf. a 
Revelation from' God to that Proud Monarch ; and. yet was my-. 
#ery, till Expounded by Dazjel, becauſe nor underſtood: So. 


” - - 


Þan. 2. I2. 


Davies Viſions, 'when he himſelf anderftood not ; The Pro» 
phets Reſearched upon the things Revealed by God to. them, 
what the Spirit of Chriſt in them did ſignify, and did not think 
| it 
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_ without C vntrovtYfy, rb myſteryof Godlinefs eh HSRE 
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| Vit fid&, Frere plain' tnatrersof AT: thelt, as wer dg the 
| offers take up the K grear of up of  Godfimiſs' ; which THews | 
| thete'ls fonie'deep REiſon in the Bye of the D Vine Sf rit- t why 
the' Notion, and Word, #h ery, fhiould be applietf to I 
| of the: Goſyel, though Fro of thioſe reiths are more th. than - 
| others: the Union betwixt Chriſt and his Church; and ſo with _ 5+ 25, 
'Bellevitg Sour, what wilt be x 6 till he” priſene #. co 
If. in &v me Fatricular Member” o forions Charch,) nbt 
Banins ſpor, or wrincKte ; "which The Rt ftiles'the' Napred Rev. 15, 7. 
of the L.ainbs Wife, and the Martiage Suppet of the Z.a-5b ;, For 


who'tan" declare this Union, path a Rea wed) that , 

fibIeto'be*Exprefſed yer? The Fin Julrith 8" i py 

an, FHexver ani Earth In Cliciſi;thar ſhallt xhgh? Beffel, : 
_ the mſtery 77 the LOR Wi En BY is | e in TY 

of d Oeconomy of the Exlins of Time? 'or of all pool when 
Wrery (hall 1 be ro bed {bd Ire wh, .If that for be Flap. 
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\Fulae$,ofthe Geazile,Churches, or,cheir comingito afuller Light | 

Rom, 1 1. 25: after ghe Eglipſe of. the. #oſt ay by Antichriſt, together with their | 

Cor. 15-916 whole gumber.commg in, and making one Body with the Iir4 1] 

Fer: 5. 30. elerypr; rather a. Joput Bocy-;. he rep polo, the: | ag. 
Chriſt ; the my/tery' 


3 Cor. 13. 1.488 2f ofbe Loving Sets ar the coming, of Chrilt; the myſtery of | 

1.0231 he ſeven Sea and rien Condlics and the myſtery of Gag F5- | 
niſbed ; of which, I fear, there are yet fo low Iaes's inthe general | 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, that if ever they were 1/teries, they 
are. ſo ſtill; .as. particularly, to Inſtance in. that, of; the Living | 


= 


Saints Changed ;,, which, we generally look upon; as; if j6-meant | 
pq more, than the ſuddenne| of a change.cquixaknt to /FALN UP- 
_  _ on thoſe Saints, whoſhall he. Found, Alive at the Coming of Chriſt; 
which 1s fo far from a:e9/tery, that it cannot be otherwiie; the 
Coming of. Chriſt being ſo. Inſtantaneous , as, Scripture every . | 
where: eclares-it ;. which Aſſures, there. lies a much deeper qc 
under thoſe worgs, ; as: comparing them: with The Lizwng, 1he | 
Remaining, or rather, Reſerv/d, twice. uſed, 1 The. 4. 15, 17. | 
wall aſſure them; who cloſely confider. it 3, -But I think irupſca- 
_ ſonable any further to engage herein 3 only, tq obſerve te 1m 
portance of the word Myſtery, in Scripture, to, be That 
Wwhat-it 'Reveals, as in the. Sum and main Subſtance, hath yet 
unconceivable Receſſes, and Retirement of 1r#th,; which 
connot, yer comprehend, or find Ideas..of, and yet what po 
Reveal, is of great moment to us; and. ought to ll. us with,;a 
deſire of Fuller Compreheaſions of ; as perteRive of, not only of 
our, Underſtandings, but makeing bleſſed our whole Mag.., -, - 
al * "$&: 3+ There is yet TEMAJURE one uſe more the Scripture m 
of the word, miſery, in what, it doth not own, as myſtery of, | 
. or from it ſelf ; but Blazons, as Counter-y/tery, to it ſelf; ; | 
ſo. far as weſuppoſe, the Holy Spirit transferr'd the uſe of. the | 
word myſtery from Pagan Taolatrous Im urity. ;_it does in thi 
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one Inſtance Refund'it, and place itoh itsown Baſe ; : And this: 1s 
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the »n/tery of 1niquity,, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 The/. 2. 7. | 
Te EY NL 0 3c Land of Shiner :s the Baſe of. it, Bu 
bylon the Great, on whoſe Forehead was written great myſtery, Rev. | 
17. 7. And herein Scripture on oneſide teaches us the Senſe of ay- | 
ftery ; that it, ſignifies Coverture, and Concealment , For tho | 
theſe two myſteries differ, as Heaven and Hell; for in one we 


have 


{ fry is ſufferr 


{ toit ; we Exalt the Wiſdom of it, as 
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of God; .la theother are hid 


{ "have the,Derps of God; lathe other are hid. 
x0Ugh under the Name of a Cathulick Chure 
| under the Name of 1ftianity: It I 


'd to Endure. "x h 
F- But while. we thus according to the” Goſpel it felf ſpeake'of 

it, as w/tery, and that the myſtery of Iniquity | 1s. a counteromyſtery 
Fu Wiſe In aries FLA: Fo 

efſed God, only Wiſe, Juſt, and Right, rhe woras' of whoſe” Lips 

os dl in Rightcouſmeſs, gh there is nothing Friwrd os rh gg 
in them; His mouth ſpeaketh Truth, Wickedneſs is an abomination to 2 Pct. 1. 16, 
his Lips. He is a God of Judgment ., and by him All things are | 5 Ja 
weighed : Nothing of Jargon, or Chymere; The Goſpel abhors Ec. 4. ;. 

_ bles, either thoſe cunningly Zeviſd vr Old Wives Fables, Endleſs gent=< 5. 20. 
alogies, oppoſitions of Science falſly ſo call'd. All. theſe are peculiar 
to the myſtery of Iniquity, its Lyes and Deluſions after the maver -4 
Satan, the Lyar from the baginning, and the Father of Lyes, the . 
Baalzebul, and Baalzebub, the Godof Dung, and of « Fly; bur 
the 3y/teries of the Goſpel are all of greateſt weight, ſubſtance, 
of Wiſdom and Truth ; and hereof. it gives aſſurance to all Be- 
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lievers, who are not Blind Devotioniſts, but have Al Riches of _ 
the Full Aſſurance of Underſtanding, even in the myſteries of the 9% 2: 2-* 
Goſpel, that are moſt ſablime ; altho it be an Underſtanding. of 

Faith, as hath been already, and ſhall be further ſhewn 3 yea, 

even thoſe, who by the Aſſiſtances of its General” Grace, apply 
themſelves with Humility, and fincere deſites of its Truth'to the 

Word of God, find great Sweetneſs, and Satisfaction, and an 

unuſual Light ariſerh in Oppoſition to Darkneſs ; The Entrance of 

thing is more Abhor'd ot it, :han- Smperſtition, 118 Sacrifice of oi 
Fools, he ſillyneſs of even Women, ever Learning; never ableto come 


thy Word giveth Light, it giveth br np to the Simple ; no- Plal. 119.13. 


to the Kpowleds »f the Truth. , All theſe things a c thberemanged. 
to Paeaniſn, and Antichriſtianiſni, and aret aratets df the 


myſtery of / In.15zity. Nor do the myſteries of Chriſtiani | conſiſt 
in dark and cloudy Lats or thoiny Shatsſtic Diſpures, 


thoſe 


| oF 

thoſe oppoſitions of Scjence Falſely ſo calfd. They are rather theBold-: 
neſſes of Reaſon,; that would bring dowathe -y/teries of the Goſ-. 
. pel under it ſelf, and the Artifice of- Sathan ſo'to entangle them : . 
| whereas intheir own pure .Fountain, the Word of. God, They . 

2 Tim. 3. 16. are all profitable for. Dotteine Reproof, Inſtruction in the ways of 
27s Righteouſneſs, and that through ghe Parience. and. Comfort of the. 
Rom.15. 44 Scripture, We might have hope; and they make often an outward 
Reformation, where they have not the full faving Effet ; Goſpel * 
myſteries are not therefore the Monopoly, or the Engroſiment of a 
Heb. <. 12. Profeſſion, or a Prieſt-craft ; every Chriſtian ought ro Aſpire to 
x Cor. 41. be a Teacher; and the Faithful Stewards of theſe myſteries, to uſe _ 
utmoſt Diligence, . they may-be ſo, as the greateſt Sea/e of their. 
Ads 20. 26. own Miniſtry : And woe to them, if they- ſhun to that end, to 
Gals. is, declare fully the Counſel of Goa, Teaching every man, and W, arning 
Jud. 12. 13-- every man ; that they may_ preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Teſus ; _ 
| Nos Wells without Water, or Clouds without Rain. It is only for | 
Order and Government fake, - and in Truſt that this grand Office | 

may be certainly Diſcharged, that there is a diſtin Presbytery 
who are only worthy of aouble, or of any Honour at all, but up- . 
1 Tyn- 1.17. on their Labour in the Word, and Dottrine, and watching Night and . 
V-43- 15* 1+ Day, to fave themſeles, and thoſe that hear them : who might at- 
tend on this very thing, and give themſelves wholly to Reacing and Me- 

ditation far general Profit. A Guild for myſtery is only proper to. . 

the Craftſmen of Diana, the Merchants of Babylon, the Prieſts of 

Antichriſt ; Falſe Apoſtles, whoſe Reproach thrown upon the . 

Goſpel, .Thejr Lord will Return upon them, and the Blood of . 

Souls. loſt by their Unfaithfulneſs in the diſcharge.of their Du-.. 

ty; and to conclude this Branch, Goſpel Myſteries ſhall not be »y- | 

ſreries for ever, but the perfet Comprehenſion of them is Ordarn--.. 

ed for the Glory of Saints; and the Knowledg of. them, tho. not: - 
perfeQ here, yet ſhall end inthe brightneſs of the Firmament to all . 

the Wiſe in them;and They who 1-#ra# in them ſhall ſhine «s the _ 

Stars ;” whereas the myſtery of Iniquity {hall be conſumed by the-_ 
Brightneſs of the, appearance of Chriſt, and the Miniſters of it go in- 
to Perdition-; thole Planetory Stars are They, for whom is reſerved _ 
2 Theſ. © 8. the | Blackneſs of Darknt/s t or ever, Jud. I}... 


h | \ 
. - 5. The Reaſon therefore of ſo cloſe adhering to the word, . 
and notion of myſtery, is that high Reverence due to the: ver 
word, 
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word,” the wiſdom of the Divine Spirit hath choſen, who compares 
_ things with Spiritual if Chriſtians ſhould ſpeak the ſame .| ge pa 
thing, asthe Apoſtle Admoniſhes, who would not deſire to ſpeak 
the fame word, the Spirit of God: hath fo often uſed ! This is an 
Honour due to Scripture, and to the Holy Spirit the Author; bur: 
beyond this, - the Goſpel Notion of »»y/tery Keeps up the Rever- 
ence due to theſe great Truths, tor the ſake of that A4byſſe of 
Wiſdom, Love and Grace, from whence they Flow, and puts us: - 
inmind always of their Original, and that Riches of Compaſſi- 
on, making known what had elſe for. ever lay hid 3 The ſenſe 
hereof keeps always low all proud Reflexions on our own Reaſon, 
and Holds in a conſtant dependence upon the Enlightning Grace 
of God ; This keeps the Divine Life at the due Elevation, be- - 
ing laid up in Divine »y/teries, and Iſſuing from them by the En- 
livening Spirit of -God, not Proſtrated to Fallen Reaſon, andiits 
Fower of Free Will, as at the Higheſt, but a more exalted Erhics, 
or- Moral Philcſophy. - Hereby: the Truths Revealed in the word: 
are kcpt ſafe- ſrom Sacrilegious- Violation, or being Cogdemy'd 
at-the Tribunal of corrupt Reaſon, but Enthron'd in 2y/tery far a- 
bove reaſon; this Givesthe Adequate Account of mriracles,not on-» - 
ly to aſſure;- the Revelations they Sealed, were from God ; but 
to-ſhew a Supernatural -Power, like themfelves, neceſlary-to En-' 
lighten the Underſtanding, -and to Sanctify the whole Spirit in 
conformity to them-: \This gives Reaſon to-an Earneſt Deſire of 
that Eternal Life and Happineſs; the Exceeding and Eternal weight \ 
of Glory, ſhewn-to be Incomprehenlible,: as the Truths in which: - 
they are contain'd, and that lead thereunto, and which cannot 
be comprehended, till that finiſhing of myſteries inthat Everlaſting + 
Kjngdom. Now all theſe Reaſons of Holding Faſt rhe Evange- -- 
lick word, and Notion of .-»yſtery, are as ſo many Covntermines - 
tothe Artifices of Sathan, and his Inſtruments, to Deprive usof the -- 
Real Benefits of it, and therefore we ought to be Jealous: oyer -- 
them for our own, and others fake ;: leaft, as the grear Engineer -: 
of falſe Reaſon beguiled Eve with it, fo our-minds thould 'be Cor-, IE 
rupted from the Purity of Divine Truth, as It is iz Chriſt. For thus © 
Antiſeripturiſm and Superſtition mutually circulating-one into ano---- 
ther, by the Heipof Human Reaſon and Imagination hayepro-- 
duced Paganiſm, Antichriſtianiſm, and Mahomeriſns, of -which-In---- 
timation was before. made. - . | | , = _— 


Mat. 13. 11. 
12. Oc, 
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- $. 6. Eo concludethen the whole. concerning myſtery, 'as ahove 
Reaſos.; that. is, above our Fallen, Cor. upted: Reaſon 3 That greax 
Oracle of. our Lord, of which intimation was before made, gives 
us the ſum of the matter ; he ſpeaking to his Diſciples, ſaythto 


them-; Unto you it is given to know the myſteryes of the Kingdom, of 


Heaven ; To others it « not grven; This 1s. the: Firſt: occaſion; the 
Spirit of God was pleaſed totake, tq,make uſe of the word, »»y- 
{tery, in the New Teſtament : and it was before the calling of the 


Gentiles; which gives a more Heavenly, and Divine Deſcent to 


the uſe of the word myſtery, than the taking it from the Familia- 
rity the Gentiles had with it, and accommodating the Language of 
the Goſpel to them ; For it alludes to that of the P{alms.; I will oper 
my mouth in a Parable, I will atter dark ſayings of Old. And it isap- 
plied by Chriſt to the diſtinguiſhing Grace of God, giving to ſome 
toknow theſe m/teries, and hiding them from others; To them it is 
20t given; Which is the moſt proper notion of myſtery in all Lan- 
guages; the, word myſtery Importing- in univerſal ufe, a Know- 
ledg in any thing peculiar to ſome, and not to others 3 and ſo this 
uſe of it by ourLord gives a principal Reaſon whyScripture chooſes 
this word ; viz. to Magnify this very Grace ; For if theſeTruths 
were in our Power, underour Command, or under our Rezſos , 
what neceſſity were there of givizg to know,, and how to ſome, 
andnot to others ? Who have yetthe ſame things laid before 'em, 
but in ſeeing, ſee not ; evenas the Parable of the Sower which our 
Lord makes a Figure and Type of this diſtinguiſhing Grace : 
It was equally Oftered, but Expounded Apart to the Diſciples : To 
thoſe to whom It was not Expounded, it was myſtery, becauſe they 
had the out{ide, bur 47m. and hearing, {aw not, heard not, to them It 


was not grven;To the Diſciples, to whom it was Expounded,it was 


{till :»y/zerious 10 0ne great ſenſe, becaule they held it by the Te- 
nure of Grace + they did not attain by their Reaſoz,, but to thera it 
wa given, The Izas were kept tor them inthe word of the Kzng- 


dom, and from thence (till 2rven them afreſh: to him that hath 


© 


. ſhall be given, and he ſhall hive more abunazuce : The Spirit of God, 


as.a higher mind, as that Spirit of wiſaom and Revelarion, upholds 
the. Sp:rit of the Miza, Sanctityed and Renewed in the Underſtand- 
ing; Ballancing, Applying, Arguing, Inferring and Producing into 
holy Aftion ; declaring within themſelves and to others in words, 


I Cas, I, I, an 


giving them an Utterarc?, an Elocution proper tothole Sprrizu- 
al 


(415) 
4 rhjngs,, thoſe Truths ; as he” is called'theYpirit giving arferince 3486 2. 3. 
And'thus in __ Senſe, thoſe Truths are myſteriour;even' ac = 

ing to the Senſe of the Treatiſe, as being above Reſon ; For 
all choſe, chat attempt this ' Circuit by 'their'0wn 'Reaſay, and 
| Judgand Condemn by It, and will have the 'whole within the 
Cogniſance of their Reſo»,are ſo Dazled and amiaz'd,' that even 
the Advantages of the Reſon, reſerved by general Grace, are 
taken from them ; and they become defpiſers, deniers, profefed' 
Enemies to thoſe Tritths, Lx1u4i, men of of Soal, Reaſon, that is, 


not having the Spirit; and ſo according to that ſevereDoom, That 
is Taken from them , even which they had; and what was above their 
Reaſon, thus becomes contrary to'their Reaſon. ' And'this is the- 
concluſive Reaſon, why the Underſtanding, humble,” Chriftian 

can never part with myſtery, Goſpel-myſtery ; what is held in »» ftery 
is held by Grace, and not by Reafox ; and Grace is their Title”; 

how then ſhould they part with »y/tery! - ' © © + | 


| CHAD. Vinh od nat hos 
Of Reaſon and Myſtery united in their higheſt Elevation, 
1n the Eternal Son of the Father; The Reaſon, I he 
Myſtery. Rte! FE. 


Have intimated before, I ſhould have ahandon'd in Sacted Dif- | The Intro- 
courſes, the ſo much abuſed word, Reaſon; were it not not for {11 muon 
one tranſcendent Scripture ; in which I am ſully. perſwaded, the 
DivineSpirit hath on purpoſe ſingled out that word,the Philoſophers, Job.r.1-Vc.- 
the Reputed Prices of the wiſdom of the 'morld, amongthe Greets 
(whom the Apoſtle Remarks for ſeeking after wiſdom) tave'unvet- 
fally Expreſſed it by ; that is,Xyos, now of this the Evangelift Job 
Yr 


F 


in Spirit makes choice to Expreſs the only begotten Son of Goa, by ;/ 
and I ſhall endeavour to makeplain, by this word,. he intends E- 
ternal Wiſdom, or Reafonin the firft place: and becauſe this Sonſhip- = 
of the Eternal Wiſdom or Reaſon 15 higheſt » ftery,the ſame Apoſtle | 
Rev.19. 12,13-1s Inſpir'd to joyn the News 6 hath written,which 10 j 


man knoweth,but He himfelf,with theName whereby He is called, The Rea- © | | 
fon of God.: So uniting Reaſon and Myſtery in him; as Solomon ays, | 
what is theName of God, and what # his Sons Name, if tho: canft = 
relPrhe Father and the Son-dwel alike inthe Light,to which none = 
Seve H . 4p- 


#2” 2X” 
COD. + i I _—_ OS ) 


Prov. 8. 22+ 
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( 42():}. | 
.. .- - Approach, ,Toſhew therefore how in the higheſt-Re4ſo#the higheſt 
[TP concenters, ſhall be i Not of this chapter ; 'tliat I 


may 0g Regen and Myfery to the happieſt Conſpiration, and 
no moredtipute between them ; I know the undertaking is high, 
and difficult, but by the Aſſiſtance of The Wiſdom, The Reaſon, of 
VO am to ſpeak, I will proceed. TER: 
| F. 1. The Wile of the Pagan Nations had not two greater Noti- 
ons, or words, than Reaſon and My#ery ; the one expreſſing Natu- 
ral Wiſdom, or Religion; and the other as Communicated to their 
peculiar Followers, or Diſciples, and wrapp'd up in ſecret Figures, 
or. Cabal.zs; Supernatural Wiſdom, and manifeſtation from their 
Gods; In both they were extreamly Fooliſh, and Deceiv'd ;- asal- 
ſo dreadfully Corrupted, and Defiled :: Theſe two, yet the wi/- 
om of God and his Grace in Jeſus Chriſt, hath laid hold upon in 
the Goſpel, according to ſome former delineations inthe Old Teſt- 
ament 3 yettaking in thoſe Geztile Notions, and words alfo as 
ſuited to them, when Grace broke out upon them 1n their Calling ; 
as hath been _— ſhown in -z/tery, and now ſhall be in Reaſox; 
and then both Applyed to'our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
$. 2: That the word, 6 Atyos, is in our Trax/{ation given, and 
Received, and by long uſe ſettled [The word] 1s fo known, it 
may ſeem a Boldneſs to offer at ſuch a change as to Interpret it, 
[The Reaſon] but beſides, ' that Grave, and Learned Interpreters 
have not diffter'd much, as ſhall be after ſhewn ; and that, there 
ſhall alſo be due-Reverence in-the Progreſs, given to that Trar- 
lation [The Word] T do with greater Authority ſo Expound, 


ſuſtain'd therein by a paralel of the Beloved Diſciple with Solomon 


the Jed:diah, or Beloved of God; the Expreſſions are Uniform, as 
from the ſame Spirit intending the ſame Truth; yet making more 
Full, and plain by the Latter, what was not fo fully made known 


by the Former ; as the New Teſtament in its Parrheſia, Plainneſs, 


or openneſs of Speech, as in clearneſs of Light, excells The O/d 
Teſt ament. 

$- 3. That Wiſdom and Reſon differ only in ſound, or ſome very. 
thin Diſtinftion one from another, I think none will deny ; who 
will not allow, the wrſeſt Man hath, and is the greateſt Reaſon ? 
or that he who hath the moſt, or beſt Reaſon, hath the moſt wif. 
dom, and is the wiſeſt man ? The ſame things then, that Solomor, 
aſcribeth to Wiſdom, The aye rd cars by the ſame Spirit, at- 
tributcsto the Reaſon ; The W:/dom ſpeaks of itſelf,as diltinct om 


SE. 7 I 
. andyet; as hath been ſhewn, Supreme, AbſtraR, Infinite. wiſdom, 
| doit" be divided from God 3 le muſt be plEr> Us 
Reaſon is ſpoken of by the Evangeli#t John, as diſtin&t from God, 
and yet was God; The wi/tom: ſpeaks of it ſelf, as in the Beginning, 
from EverlaFing, before the Creation; The Evangelst John Ck 
of The _ in the Beginning ; and neceſfarily-before the Creati- 
on, becauſe All thiygs were made by hins, and without him was not any 
Thing made, that ws made. The wiſzom ſpeaks of it ſelf, poſſeſſed by 
God, cloſe by him, with hinr, The Reaſon was with God, The [ame was 
with God; The wiſdom ſpeaks of it ſelf, as brought up with God, a 
word of higheſt Senſe, expreſſing the ſame Life ; The Reaſon, as 
before, was with God, was Goa; In Fm was Life ; The Wiſaom ſpeaks 
of it ſelf, as United with God in the Creation, The Lord by :vijdom 
Founded the Earth ; By underſtanding he Eſtabliſhed the Heavens ; ;.. ._ 
The wiſdom was there, when heſet a compaſs on the Face of the Deep; 
Of the Reaſon it is faid as before, A! Things were made by lim 3 
and without him was not any thing made, that was made : The V Viſdom 
ſpeaks it ſelf, 2s brought jorth, ſet up; Of the Reaſon It is ſaid ; we Be- 
eld his Glory, as the Glory of the only Begotten of the Father, full of 
Truth, that is, wiſdom, 2s before Explained ; 'The wiſdom ſaith of 
it ſelf, 1 was daily his delight, rejoycing always before him : The 
Goſpel ſaith ſeveral Times of the Reaſon; This is my Beloved Son, 
In whom I ans well pleaſed. The V Viſdom faith, Rejoyeing in the Ha- 
bitable Parts of hus Earth, andmy Delights were with the Sons of Men. 
Of the Reaſor it is ſaid, He was made Fleſh, and came, and dwelt 4- 
morng #5; all theſe Paralelliſms plainly ſhew ; this Wiſdom, and this 
Reaſon are the ſame ; And He is That Word, who - ſaid = 
to be Living; Powerful, ſharper than a two edged Sword, WC, 200» 4: 12. 
And that KS Ptn fo? He, with whom es to do, as hel x3 
hath it, and it cometh out of his Mouth, fo it is the Swora with two 
Edges ſo ſharp as toriviae between the Senſe and Spirit; andall things 
are immediately open and manifeſt and naked in its ſight, becauſe in 
hi {ig/1, whoſe word it is, and who is himſelf, the ſupreme word 
and wi{dom. | | Soy 
| '&. 4. The word of God, as ſpoken, and written, and given out 
from Eternal Wiſicm and Reaſon gives together with thoſe truths, 
that are above the Illumination of the Furſt Creation, and there-. 
fore Myſteries, All thoſe Truths, that are ſo juſt, and level to the. 
Intelleftual Nature of Man, as he was made in Kjiowledz, Rightes 
ouſneſs and Trus Holineſs ;, that tho they are much obſcur'd, = 
| C 
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cc, and many. of them 199, and the Ability to FormJags 
and Apprehenfions of them in ſome almoſt, and in ſome alto* 
pether extinguiſhed ; Yet partly by the Reſerve, Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the Eternal VViſdom, and the Sonof the Father in Love and Grace, 
as well as Truth,and asthe Redeemer hath made ; and partly by 
the Enforcing,and Invigorating that Light, Thoſe Truchs cannot, 
but be acknowledged by the Mind, and Conſcience of Man ; {© 
far as to condemn the Violation of them by Evil PraGtifes, and to 
Reſtrain thoſe Evil Praftiſes, and to make better Human Convers- 
fation, and Manners : Therefore they appear abſolutely neceſſary 
for Human Society, and to paſs into Laws; but that excellent 
and Illuſtrious Light in which they at firſt ſhone out, ſo. as that 
the Mind and Spirit ſhould taſt the full ſweetneſs, and perfeftly 
refign to them, is not Reſtored, but by a Supernatural Re-Illu- 
mination, and Renovation; in'which regard even thoſe Truths, 
whoſe Implantation, and the Power of Forming Ideas of them, 
were at the firſt Natural, are now become Supernatural and my/tz- 
rious, and require anew Writing in the Heart, as to the firſt Ex- 
cellency and Spirituality of them. 
S. 5. The Eternal W:/dom, Reaſon and Word by the Light, and 
- ne: which they are given, gives Teſtimony to thaſe truths 
of the Firſt Creation in the Heart of Man, fo far as they are re- 
ſerved, ſuſtained, enforced, according to the Firſt Implantation or 
Writing in the Heart : and then it receives Teſtimony from them 
to thoſe ſupernatural Truths, that it delivers together with them; 
4+ eter; AS be it 1s that Finds out the Kyonleds of witty Inventions ; All 
writing, Prine- that we admire ſo much, and thac have obtained general Appro- 
«. 22 "git bation, and Uſe ; and make {o honourable the memory of the 
p47 8 firſt Inventors in what Science, or Art ſoever, are from him, as 
the Supreme Original: In all theſe. we hold our Reaſox by Him, 
who is abqve our Reaſon, cven him, who hath that Name, which none 
know bat be himſelf ; who is therefore ſupreme Myſtery; we hold all 
by Grace fromhim , how unthankful then is it to hold upour 
Reaſon againſt the Grace, againſt him by whom we hold 
it ? or. againſt the Myfery of Hun, and His Grace? For there 
is not an Ids rightly Formed , nor one true Ratiocination, 
not one witty Invention for good uſe; not one Righteous Law, 
or wiſe Decree 3 but it is,(as things are now,)by Grace through 
the Mediator, and from him, as the Seviozr thus far of 41 


and 


he 


and in theſe R 
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egards, Taſting Death for every Men ; but though 
the World was at fir made by him, and is yet upheld ; yet this 


ereatLightShineth by his word in Da rkneſs,and the Darkneſs comprehenas 


zt not, knows not him from whom it comes:No,not altho theFirſt 
Engravings of the Law on our Hearts are fo far, as they are, Re- 
ſerv'd, or Re-enlightened by him ; and tho with ſuch a variety, 
and free Diſpoſeto fome, and not to others ; Yet They to whom 
greateſt meaſures are given, except a higher Grace be given allo , 
thro' the great Degeneracies of Human Nature,lift up thoſe high- 
er meaſures of Reaſon, higheit againſt him ; which plainly ſhew's 
how little Reaſos can effect by it ſeit in things above fuch an Ulu- 
mination, 2515 given toit. 

E. 6. Asour Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Wiſdom and Reaſon 
of the Father is,as in all Intelle&ual Beings, Reaſon is, an Efſen- 
tial word within the mind it (elf; and as he Declares the Father by 
Inſpirations of Creation, and Mediatory Suttcatations of all In- 
tellectual Beings in their Intelleftual Irradiations, and Motions 3 
{o he in a Supreme Government, and Conduct by his Spirit, hath 
Ifſucd out unto all tliofe Declarations by his Palo Apoſtles and 
other Servants of his, peculiarly Employed by him, which when 
ſpoken, and as now Collected into Scripture, we call the word of 


_ God, the ſubſiltence to which the Eternal Wiſdom and Word of the 


Father gives; Chriſt zeſterday, to day, the ſame for ever. And as he 
is in that word, the f{upreme Selt-fubſiſtent Word, fo he hath 
macle known all Supernatural Truths, Truths of the New Crea- 
tion, and lowing from Redemption by his Declarative Word in 
theScriptures; the ſame word that gives the firſt, gives the other 
alfo : and the very 'I ruthsthemſelvesof that Supernatural Eleva- 
tion and Excellency have bright Beams of thoſe firſt truths, eſſenti- 
ally united to them, throughout ſhining within them , Spark- 
ling out of Them, .and round about Them ; by which they 
may be known to be of God, and are by their. Weight, by 
ther Purity, Dy their Heavenlyneſs,, by their entife Excellency 
Diſtinguiſhable irom rhe Hferz-of Iniquity : Thus we find the 
Goſpel of Cli::it, as full of nd Truths, ſofull of whar' 
ever is Lovely, True, Honeſt, Vertuons, of 'Good Report, worthy of 
Prai{e ; even whole, univerſal mo#t unſpotted Morality ;.and the 
Supernatural Truths themſelves are Orient with the ſame, far.eve-' 
ry way above the Faded, Blaſted, Wither'd Ide@, or-glozed Sem-' 
blances of thoſe, who have poreg moſt Excellingly of.theau with" 

| out 
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out that Light:And herein is the_ondemmat ion.,that men receivenor 


ſupernatural Truths;They Recoile,not from the Supernaturalneſs., 
but from the.very Holineſs,Strictne(s, Purity,they aredazled with; 
even that, which was Implanted in Firft Creation ; They Love 
Darkneſs, rather than Lizht, becaule their Deeas are Evil; and 
make a pretence of Prejudice againſt the Supernaturalneſs, and 
that they have not Aſſurance ſuch Truths are trom God, to ſhelter 
the Evil Works, to. which they adhere, and upon which theſe. 
Truths Shine fo warm: and brzzht, and fo ſharply Reproove:; And 
thus the Goſpel of Chriſt firſt gives Teſtimony to all Implanted 
Truth, ſhewing to Man all that was writztez in this Heart ; fills up 
the Vacuities, and Empty Spaces ; gives new Light, and Beauty 
totheDefaced, and loſt CharaQters ; ſo that men may know.in 
their own Confciences,It is that Firſt writing Refſtor'd, and they 
hind it ſo undeniably within themſelves to beſo, that they cannot 
deny it-: Andthen Supernatural Truths fo etlſentially united to 
Implanted, and Both fo Circulating one within another, Superna- - 
tural Truths Receive Teſtimony frem thoſe Implanted Truths, 
that if the one are ſo undoubtedly from God, the other muſt te 
alſo.; and' no one can. reje& revealed Truth, but he muſt firſt dif- 
obey, and Rebel againſt Natural, and therein is Juſtly and Righ- 
teouſhy Condemrd. 

E. 7. Upon the whole then, we may from Jeſus Chriſt the Su- 
p'\eme Reaſon, Wiſdom, and Word of God, and the Supreme Myſter 
derive this T;ain, and connexion of Truths. 1. That Godlzneſe, 
Reghteouſneſs and: Soberneſs, being in the moſt inward. Senſe of 
Mans mind; the principal Points of true Rezſon; where ever they. 
are found at fulleſt Dimenſions and ſtrongeſt Excellency, Fhre is 
higheſt Rezſoz now, in the.cleareft Light, and Harmony, andthe 
proper. Language of it ; Theſe are fo found inthe word of God, 
above the-r5 y1@;0, the. Natural Implanted Knowledg of God, 
now ſo obſcur'd, ' and ecclipſed by mans. fin, and Fall; and above 
that excellent Light: Creation Gives, as Davia, P/al. 19..upon the 
compare. gives -the. preference to the word of God above the 
Knowledg given from the Sprech of Heaven and Earth... 2. Who 
ever thereforeis the Author ef that Word" is 'the Supreme Wiſ- 
dam; Reaſon and Word of. God; and that is Jeſus Chriſt: the Son of 
the- Father in Truth, Fall of ' Truth ; the Living Word of God, whoſe © 
Name 'is called; The wordef. God. 7. That he, who is the Sus. 


preme; Reaſon Wiſaom,Truth and word of Godas He'is He-by whom 


All 


i 
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All wes made, ſo He is He, by whom all isConſery 


Gr ace, as well as Truth. 4. He therefore, as he is himſelf Supreme 


Myſtery,and is therefore calied Faith, which is the Rea/0n Superna- © 3 23: 


turalized for Myſtery ; ſo he Reveals the 3y/teryof the Counſel of 


the Tadependent Will and Grace of the Father. 5. He Relerves 
and Continues all the Light of the Firſt 31luminatioa by Cre» 


ation, that is found, even where there is no Knowledg of Him ; 
All the Learning in Arts,Sciences, and try Inventions 3 He Dit- 
peniſes All that Light, and Knowledg, Kccerving for, and gyzing 


Gifts even to the Ribellious, under the Profeſiion of his Goſpel, Pl. 68..18. 


that the Lord God may have 41 abernacle among them. 6. But Eſpe> 
cially, He as the Tr«th,and Myſtery Lnfirutts Savingly all his own 
Servants, and by izward Light, and Truth communicated tothem, 
Transfers,by hisSpirit, from his wordSupernatural with allNatural 
Truths into their Hearts ; ſo that they are at once, The only true 
Men of Reaſon, and the Myſt e, the T&.uo, the Inftrutted in the My- 
feries of the Kjngdom of Heaven : So that as in Chriſt himſelf 
Supreme Wiſdom, Reaſon, Truth, and Supreme Mhztery, (whom 
none Kpoweth but the Father, and they to whom the Father Reveals 
Flim) Reaſon, and Mytery are United; fo in All true Chriſtians 
Reaſox, and Myitery dwell together ; All Natural and Supernatu- 
ral Truth according to Godlineſs, but Supernaturally given, and 
Communicated by an Illumination after rhe manner of the Com- 


munication of My/tery. 7. Through the Deluſion of Sathan un- | 
der the Vizor of Chriſtianity hath ſprung up-by falling from the 


Supreme Word of God, and the True Myſtery, the myſtery of Ini- 
quity, and Antichriſt the Sox of Perdition ; as the Pagans of old, 


Fell trom Natural 7ruth, into Idolatry. 
&. 8. But becauſe He, who is the Supreme Wiſdom, Rezſor, 
Truth, and by whom allthings were made, and whoſe Name is 


the word of 


Adam, wherein all »»ftery, : Natural and: Supernatural ſhall' be 


Finiſbed, or fully laid Open,'and:Underftood ; and then the a 
ftery of Iniquity ſhall be wholly Deſtroyed; when» not only the. 


Faculties of the Mind {hall be Perfectly Reſtored by Renovation 


but the Organs of the Spiritual Body, fittedto the. Attion of the 
| ip 21010 


Spirit ; 


ed, and Reftor- 
ed ; The Son of the Father in Love, as well as Truth, and full of 


70a, hath a Title written on his. veſture, and on his 
Thigh; K;ng.of. Kjngs,andLord of Lords; 1 here ſhall be a Kingdom 

of Higheſt Illummation,and Reaſor, the Inheritance of the Saints 11 
Light, a Kingdom of Redwnprion; the: World to come of the ſecond * 
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Spirit; and the Divine Being ſhall be ſeen in the Erernal Son, Em- 


menuel, in our Nature, fo far as it is poſſible for a Finite bug fo 


comprehead an Infinite ; to which alſo in and by himSaints 
be United; : 


\ $. 9. Thus all Wiſdom, Res/o# and Truth circulates with it 
felf in the Eternal Reaſon, and all his Oeconomy in his. makin 
the World; in the Government of it ; in the Reſerves of Trut 
and Reaſon in the mind of Man in anyDegree now;in the perfe&t 
Purity of the Word of God;andin- theWorld to come,orKingdom of 
the Erernal Reaſon and word of God ; fo that we may Argue from 
the one to the other with great Aſſurance: If there be Wiſdom in 
the Laws of: Creation, and Providence there are certainly Laws 
of Holineſs, Righteouſneſs and Soberneſs, every way correſpond- 
ing them;the Fear oftheLord in man;Departure from Evil cannot. 
but anſwer the Bu/lercing the Clouds, and'the weights for the wind, 
&c. If we have any fuch Laws of Wiſdom, and Equity 1a et- 
ther Kind, there is an entire Syſtem and Complex of Each, if 
an Infrattion had not been made by Sin... On the other part 
if there be a Renovation of the Laws of inward and outward 
Holineſs, in and by the Redemption of Chriſt, and the New Crea- 
tion in his Redeenved; T he Reflitution of the Creation, wherein ſo- 
ever it Gyoxes, and Travels in Pain until now, and the Admis 
niſtration of its Government ſhall be as Glorious ; when it ſhall 
be Deliverea-fromthe Bondage of vanity ana corruption, whereunto 


It was, and yet is Subject, by Reafon of him who ſo Subjetted 


tt 19 Hope, intothe Glorious Liberty of the Children of God. 


E. 10. As every Reaſon and HY :/dow, together with the Speech 


and Expreſſion, it hath, and makes of it elf, hath a certain E-. 


#erpy- and Force, or Spirit, that- it powerfully ſends forth and 


works on others by 3 {o it is Attributed tothe Erernal wiſdom, Rea. 


rev. 1.23. on and word of Goa to Ponre out his Spirit, to ſend the Paracler, or 


- 14» 


Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father ſends in the Soxs. 


vb, ©15-16: awe, who is called the Spirit of that Word, by whom the 


ſas 7. 30.f 


world was made, the Spirit of W#/dom, of Revelation, The Spirit of 
the Sow, The SjirieÞf Chriſt, andiwhich was given upon the Glo- 
rificatios. of Chrilt, the Spirit of Chriſt, in the Prophets, and whom 
Scripture Introduces on all Accounts, as the Spirit Breathing in, 


and with the Declared Word of God ; and. Revealing the Myſteries 


Wars 


Of" the Kingdom of Heaven, that cannot otherwiſe be knwon ; | 
and yet this Spirit none can know but they who have it ; Thus in John 14. 27 


all things appears the Happy Union of Re«ſoz and Myſtery in the 
Supreme Reaſon and Myſtery and Word, my 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of - the Myſtery of the Father, The Word, The Spirit, 
In whom the Goſpel gives the moſt Explicate, and Con- 
ſummate Manifeſtation of Eternal Wiſdom and Rea- 
ſon. 


dl | ”" HE former Partsof this Diſcourſe concerning Reaſon and- The Intro 
Mſn) hath neceſſarily led to the diſtin& conſideration of tion. 


God;The Father of Lights and of Spirits; All Beipgs of Reaſon de- 


{ceqding from Him.Of The Son of the Father in Truth,viz. The 


Eternal wiſdom and Reaſon; and in Love; The Word declaring - 


the Father; Full of Grace, Full of Truth, Of The Spirit of wiſdom,of 


b 


Holineſs, of Power; The Spirit giving Utterance ; The Father, 


the //ord,(who is the Son,)and the Spirit are plainly Aſſured to us 


in- Scripture to'be ONE : Herein is higheſt My#ery ; as a con- - 
clafion therefore of this Diſcourſe, Let us in very Brief conſi- 


der them ſo; and the rather , becauſe One cannot bur ſuſpect, 
This Janes and Jambres Treatiſe, Chriſtianity not myſterious, 
was deſigned to Reſiſt this great Truth ; The Diſcourſes of 
which, however keeping cloſe to Scripture, it Stiles p. 25. Extra- 
c vagancies about the Trinity ; and that Period, pag. 29. Savors 
ftrengly of the fame Leven: But what do they :mean by 
Conſiſting with themſelves, yet not with our common No- 
* tions? Four ay be called Five in Heaven, but ſo only the 


C 


2 Tim; 3» $3. 


c Name 18 chang?d ; the thing remains the ſame : And ſincein - 
this World, we cannot know any thing, but; by our com- - 


mon Notions-; How ſhall we be ſure of this Preterided con-- 


* fiſtency between our preſent ſeeming ContradiQtions, _ _ | 
2 ho NEQ-- ; 


| 
| 
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* Theology of the World to'come? In Anſwer hereunto in 


this great point, let us conſider. 


$. 1. It iscertain, an intelleAual Spirit cannot be made ſuch, 

but that the Infinite, Intelle&tual Obje&t, and moſt Intelli- 

gible; GOD; muſt needs be ſeen inh's great Glory, and Attri- 

butes of Perfection by it : But he cannot yet be found out to Per- 

feftion, but ſtill dwells in that Light, ro which no one can Approach, 

both in regard 6f Infinity, and Infinite Holineſs and Spirituali- 

"ol, 2 £3 foasto Charge pureſt Created Beings with Folly; to put no 
"* " 1Jrujt ma the Holyeft of his Servants ; and the Stars are not pure in 
hi: (jeht : The-moſt Bleſſed of Created Spirits cover not only their 

Fee:, but their Faces, and ca5f” their Crowns before him : Even 

In.s. 2, thoſe who are not 'Agigury, Defirmamented ;, nor m\x1avric, wan- 
2 Pet. 3 '7. artng Stars, Who have not Left their firſt Eſtate, nor forſaken 
Jude V 13- their own Habitation ; They dare not ſtand on their Tntelletual, 
or Moral Accompliſhments : Flow much leſs they who dwell in 
Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation « in the Daſt , who are but 
wortzs. The Author of the Treatiſe we are upon, acknowledges, 
we have not Adequate conceptions of the Divine Being, and yet de- 3 
nies Myſtery, becauſe not above Reaſon ; not conſidering, That t 
we mult now by Faith , that Intelleftual Grace of the New 
Creation, and of Divine Illumination, and therefore neceſſarily 
above the Rez/oz of the Firſt Creatjon, if entire ; much more, 
as fallen, come to God ; Believing, He is, and is a Rewarder -of 
them, who Diligently ſeek him : That is ; To know him 1n the 
Mediator, and in tFe. Light of his Divine Spirit, according to 


the Revelation of his Word. | 


$. 2. This Revelation of Scripture 1s ſo clear and full thraugh- f 
out, eſpecially the New Teſt amert, that it cannot - be Denied; 
There are ſo many, and ſo diſtin Namings of them, both a- 
part, and together : The Father, The Word (who is the Son) The 
Spirit ; They are fo Diſtinguiſhed One from the Other , and 
yet their Union one to another, is moſt Illuftriouſly made known; 
as-in this one Inſtance; the Spirit is Stiled, The Spirit, who proceeds 
'4;hoy i4e. from the Father, whom the Father ſends in the Sons: Name; Now 
E: ,”” the Father, as he is.the Father,” cannot be the Son; SO the Sprric 
is tiled, The Spirit, whow the Son ſends from the Father ; The Spi- 


rit 


5 "Carpe I 
rt who Glorifies Chriſt ; The Spirit of the Son, The Spirit of Chyiſt ; 
| And we know, The Son cannot be The Father, as he is the Sor ; 

« when therefore,as the ApoſtleExpreſly Aihrms, TheSpirir is theOne 


and the Self Same Spirit ; and he is continual.y ftiled, the Spirit of 
Goa, whom moſt of the, Adverſarics acknowledg one with God, as 
the Spirit of a man3s one with himſclf; and that yet the Spirit is 
the Spirit of the Father, and of the Son, It is abſolute Scripture De- 
monſtration, that the Father, the Son, the Spirit are both moit di- 
ftint, and yet moſt truly, The One true God; Their Attributes are 
DiſtinE& to Each, and yet the ſame Divine Perfe&tions: ſhine out 
alike in All; TheirAQts of Loveand Grace in the Saivation of man, 
are ſo diſtinct, and yet proper only to the One Eterna/ Being, as the 
Fountain of them ; That they, from whom thoſe Emanations are, 
eannot but be underſtoad, as Diſtinct, and yetbut One, The ac- 
knowledgments, and Returns, that are called for from, and made 
by Redeemed Saints, unto the Father, the San, the Spirit,arefuch : 
as can only be Required by the moſt, High God-to himfelt, nor. 
without Horrible, and Abominable Idolatry'yelded: to anyouher : 
The Goſpel is ſo Abundantin all theſe, and makes this maniſeſta- - 
l - tion of God ſo principal an end, and ſcope of all its Diſcourtes;and 
L places ſo much its Glory in it, as in what it molt defignsto declare; 
That if we own it to be a Revelation from God, it is as great an-In- - 
jury either to reject or to interppet it contrary. to. it felt herein; (be- - 
cauſe our ſhort and corrupt Reaſon cannot allow,1it) as itg9.4mpute - 
any monftrous Thing tont ;. For it muſt be;ſuppoſedieitherta Re- 
veal ſome ſuch Portent as cannot be Beheved;.or that it knows fo - 
httle how to expreſsit ſelf,that wherein it ſpeaks, as fully;as phain- 
ly, without a Figure, as conitantly as may be,itmuſt-yet be over- - 
ruPd by Interpretation, and Taught to Speak; jor. ie it would 
| ſpeak ſo, as to ; un men into-Idolatry, and: Blaſphemy againſt the 
One true Goa. . Lo nk nt uk a 
$. 3.If then, the Father, the Word, the Spirit/be a Revelation of 
the Divine Being to us from it ſelf; we dare.not but Acknowledg 
it Infinite W:i/dom and Reaſon, becauſe we pan the Divine - 
Being to beſo; and becauſe. the very Titles, and: Ellential-Attri- - 
butes of each are ſo;cheFather of Lights is he,nuth whom #0 ariation 
or ſhadow of turning; the Eternal Wiſdom; Reaſon, and Word the Son i - 
| he, in-whons is Lt Wk true Light, the Truth: The Spirit is the Spi- 
rit of Trath,of Wiſdom, of Holineſs ; and becauſe from them 1s the 


ManuduQtion into All .Wiſdom, and Truth; Every Gooa and 
Perfeft.. 


_ 


. xe , oh 

- KG Y 

- riff FT id 

4s "233 we 

. 2 . £ \ 4 Ep {4 Xo " » 
——_ tet ee Ee En a a. = EO. pr Pp 


h 
5 


k 
; 


— 
; EC Cer er rr rr reCererrrerreee TO 
* - p 
i _ 
. 


($9 ) 


 Perfett Gift comesfrom the Father ; The Son is, the tree Light, 


the Lizht of Men ; the Spirit leads into alt Truth, 
E. 4. Yet is this great Truth of the Ineffable Union, and Com- 


- munion, and yet Diſtinction, Profoundeſt Myer: in Regard of the 
rf 


Revelation of ſuch a Deep of God: the Imperfe&t Knowledg we 
have of it ; and the neceſſity of Divine Tllumination, and Santty 
fication unto Adoration, Love, Service, Obedience of Faith, fuit- 
able to it. ER 

&. 5. Yet it isnot to be Reproached, as Jargoz, or the Chymera of 
Tranſubſtentiation, or other Antichriſtien Falſhoods ; For the Saints 
and Servantsof this great Truth have a fal aſſurance in it, tho a 
Myſtery, and whereas it ſeemsto encounter the Unity of the Divine 
Being, or the Notion we have of Oze and Three; Faith Enlightned 
by the Divine Spirit fees ſo many more great Principles of Truth 
and Holyneſs Centring in it,that it con{idgrs we are no more able to 
Judg of Unity in Him, (who is All, and not a poor, ſingle Unite,) 
than a Child is able to know, an Uniteis the Beginning and Foun- 
tain. of Number; noraccording to our Low Arithmetic, to judgof 
the Application of Three to the Father, the Sor, and the Spirit the 
Ozxe God ; {0 Supreme, Glorious, Remoov'd from All Approach of 
Created Being; than a Child can work by the Rule of Three ; Only 


,weknow inhim, it muſt be Perfeftion of Being, and Operation. 


And as Abraham, in the Sacrificing Ifaac, was taught to OVer- 


- ballance that Natural -Principle of Parental AﬀeQtion, -and even of 


Heb. 11. 17. 
13. | 


Luke 10. 12- 


Par, 119- 18. 


2 Tim, 1. 17: 


Oracle; 1» Tſaac ſhall thy ſeed be C alled; by that therein more Para- 
mount Light of Faith ; God was able to raiſe him from the Dead, 
from whence he Recervea him in a Figure : So are true Believers by 


-that great Light of Faith enabled in thoſe ſo Reſplendent Beams 


of Revelation before mention'd, to Adore the One God in the Fa- 
ther, the Son and the Spirit ; tho they underſtand and ſpeak but as 
Chilaren, and ſee through a Glaſs Dark!y, till they come to ſee Face to 
Face ; and to know, as they are known, or ſhall be then mage to know; 
and if there are thoſe Sons of Anak in Reaſon, as they ſeem to 
themſelves, that cannot receive it , we Adore with the Sox of the 
Father in our Nature ; 1 thank thee, Oh Father, Lord of Heaven, 


and Earth ; that thou haſt hid theſe Things from the Wiſe, and Pra- 
dent, and haſt Revealed them to Babes , evenſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed 
good in thy ſight. Lord open thou our Eyes, that we may beho!d the 
Wonders of the Myſteries of the Truth. Now to the King, Immor- 
ral, Inviſible, the only wiſe _ * ao for Ever. 


4 
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ETTER 


In POSTSCRIPT 


TiO 'T'R E 


Author of the Treatiſe on his Second Edition, 


with Enlargements, and the Addition of His Name. 


UST, as the very laſtof the preceding Diſcourſe was Print- 
ing off, your Second Edition came to my Hand with your 
Name prefixed ; which tome, makes no Alteration ; it be- 

10g the Name of a Perſon wholly unknown to me; nor do I de-. 
ſire (as I faidat firſt) to make any Enquiry ; For, be it never ſo 
Great, it can add no weight to the main 'importance of the De- 
bate, which is a purſuit after Truth 3 nor can any ſuppoſable 
Diminution(tha I ſuppoſe none) Abate the Intrinſic value of Any 
Argument : I leave that therefore to its Juſt value with any, 
other: it ; The Regard,and Deference, The Book may ſeem 
to bc Right to, on the Account of a Second Edition, in my 
Judgment, depends wholly 'on the Srer/yn. worth of the 'Dil- 
courſe it felf ; For if that be Maſſy, and of the Alloy of Truth; 
it isan Honour to thoſe,- who have fo great a Guſt of it; as well 
as to the Diſcourſe, that ſo well Deſerves ; If That, being on ſo 
High a Point, have not juſt Merit, it is only a CharaQter of the 
Degeneracy, and Irreligion, as well, as the Infipience of the 
Many of the Age : Leaving'therefore thoſe tlungs that have no 

Intereſt in the preſent concern, Icome to what is more material. 
Andin the firit place, 'I would, with all due modeſty Remon- 
ſtrate to you the method, I have obſerv'd in order to the Anſwer 
of var Trenils: which hath not been I-confeſs, to Follow you, - 
as they fay.,-:or&.m as, or Paragraph 'by Paragraph; © that T 
might avoid any ſmall inſignificant Remarks,' and the Tediouf- 
neſsConſequent thereupon ; as alſo, becauſe there are — 
K '. © Mencies 


OP 


dencies of your-Differtation, that T exceedingly concur with you 
in; Asthe Deteſtation of what ever comes near, or hath any 
Allyance with the Myfery-of Iniquity, or what you call Pr 


Craft, and Secular Intereſt in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ; what-- 
ever ſhelters Ignorance, or Sloth, or Covers: Implicit Faith: and” 


Blind Obedience in the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity : All that ſpeaks 
Humbleſt Adorations of the Divine Majeſty, and gives Glory 
to the Goſpel of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, and to the _ 
Light of it; and the True Reaſon Flowing from Him, t 

vereign Reaſox, in and throughout, I moſt Humbly Joya in; 
Tho I acknowledg there is great Reaſon of Caution when the 
Deſignation of Gofpel-Truth is not Univerſal, and Uniform ; 
Leaft there be an Advantaze given to the Prince of Darkneſs or 
any of his Artifices, becauſe of ſome Flaſhesof an Angel of Light 


from Him :' Or a bidding good Speed to thoſe, who Bring not 


this Dottrine., viz. of The Son of God, as the Apoſtle ſtiles it, 
2. John: 10. Laſtly ,, I have not been Minute in the Pro- 
ſecutions of: your + eriods, becauſe there are many things, that 
fly off from the Principal Matter; And it isof no concernment to 


what is Principal in myEye, whether they are one way, or other?” 


I have therefore made it my Aim, and I hope, it hath been'my 
Buſineſs to-Diſcover (as I may ſay) the Foundgtion to the wery 


Neck... And in theſe Things I have Eſpecially placed my-main* 


intention, and-my Argumentation. 

11. To uphold the Honour,'Glory and Authority of the Stile 
of the New Teftament -in the word, My#ery: Fitted by it {elf to 
 1ts. own Revelations ; and that it may not be waved or re- 


moyed from upon any Forreign Suggeſtions 3 nor particularly on - 


that very weak one, pardon me, 1n ſo plainly Expreſſing it; that 


becauſe it Names the Myſtery of Iniquity, and that on. the Fore- - 
head of Babylon, there was nwritten, Myſtery ; © Note, that My--- 


* ſtery is made the Diſtinguiſhing mark of the Falſe or An:/- 
* «hriſtian Charch ; and therefore; that as Far, as any Church 


* allows of Myſteries, ſo far it is Antichriſtian, and may with a- 
* great \deal of . Juſtice, tho little Honour, claim Kindred with 


* the. Scarlet Whore : If this be not the Argument of one Driven 
toShifts 1 know not whatis !. Who muſt not of neceſſity infer, 


if the once mentioning the Myfery of Iniquity, and once more, 
Myſtery on the Forehead of Babylon, can be {o ſuppoſed to the Diſs - 


advantaze, and Diſhonour of Myſtery, the fo often Reeing it 
or 
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t the Honoutof the Goſpel, and of the Doftrines of 
uro pe an | ; 


"YE" 
be much the Glory of the Word and T, fee tad 
Much more to of the Wora ana 1 hung, Myſtery: ' and. 
that the-other Natning of it, was not indeed to Y pi hr 
it, but of that Iniquizyonly; towhich it is Joyned + And further, 
Is it not plain ? That the Myſtery of Iniquity, is a Counter Myſtery 
to the Myſtery of Godlineſs ? And that the Counter My#ery were 
nothing, ifthe Grand Myfery, did not ſuper-Exiſt to-t'; Even «s 
Antichriſt is to Chriſt, and Antichriftianſm is to Chriſtianiſm ;* {0 ' 
is the My#ery of Iniquity,' to the Myftery-of Godlineſs ; Antichri-. 
rance without 
that great Subſtance, Chriſtianity; ppm 7 me The Chriſt; 
the Former infers the Latter ; and it might be as well ſaid, Chri= » 


ſtianity 1s a Note of a Falſe Charch, becauſe Antichriſtianiſm hath 


any Allyance of Sound, or ſo much, as that ſound implies of Re- 
lation to it ; or that it were the Note of a Falſe Chrif#; That 
Artichriſi hath the laſt Syllable of his Name from Chrift , as that 
the my#tery of Goalineſs 1s {o, becauſe the myſtery of Iniquity 15 out 
of all doubt the mark of the Falſe Charch. Whereas indeed, the 
dark fide of the Pillar in Each,” is a demonſtration of the- other 
ſzle full of Light, and: Glory : This therefore could no way de- - 
ſerve to be among. the Padma of tle Second Edition 
which ought to bs upon Refinement of Thoughts; and yet it 1s - 
found, p. 107. of the Second Edition. 
2. I have been fo zealous of my#ery, kaſt any of the Great * - 
DoQtrines of the Goſpel ſhould be Clandeſtinely withdrawn un- 
der the Pretenſion of Chriſtianity not myſterious ; that is, If Rec- 
(on, as it is now ſo Fallen, Co rupted, and even Detruncated (but * 
as Rettor'd by the Supreme Reaſon) cannot pleaſe it ſelf in any of 
the great Truths of the Goſpel, It ſhould be Rejected ; and - 
herein I have eſpecial Regard to-that great Dottrine of the Fa- 
ther, the Word, (who is the only Begotten Son of the Father) the + 
Spirit, Who' ere One, The One God; and to the Redemption of 
Jeſus Chriſt by the Sacrifice Offered by the Eternal Spirit. - ASI 
have at more tull debated in the Anſwer. | 
3. I have eſpecially deſired, that the Scripture Word, and No- 
tion of Myſtery may be Conſidered, as it ſhews the neceſſity of 
Dependence upon the Divine. Grace, upon the conitant Super- ' 
intendency-of-the-Spirit-of Wiſdom and. Revelation, For that-be- © 
ing always in the Hearts of his Servants a Spirir of Wiſdom and 


Revelation, Enlightning them into the great Truths ot-the _ " 
pay *.* 


| bo 
;- CT 

pel; they miſt according, even to the Acknowledgment ofthe 
_ be Myſtery, becauſe.a continual Internal Revelation is ne- 
ceſlary not only to.the Firſt Reception, but to the Progreffion of « 
Chriſtians; their prow:ng i Grace, and in the Kyowledge of our Lord © 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : Which great conſideration Iwould moſt | 
Humbly,and yet moſi AﬀeCtionately Recommend to the Author, | 
with All his Favourers; That ſeeing they ſeemto Re-due ſomuch 
to Sacred Oracles, They would with all teriouſneſs conſider theſe | 
great Words, Grace, Free-Grace,. Gsfts from above, Wiſdom from the 
Father of | Lights,and Exchange that ſo. Admired Word, Reaſos, as | 
it is now, or as Human, for that Adorable ' word, Grace ; that — 
they would Atrently Contemplate. the; Cenſure of the Holy Sp 
ritin his Word upon all Human Intelletuals, till there be a Re- 
novatioh in the Spirit of the mind; and this would moſt eaſily 
Conciliate to Them the True Scripture-Notion of Myſtery : And 
ſeeing the Author hath Promiſed an Undeceiving of thoſe whom 
he ſuppoſes Deceived, concerning the Illumination, and Efficaci- 
ous Operation of the Divine Spirit; I defire of Him to havea 
Particular Regard hereinto my felf, how Trifing or Abſur'd an 
Adverſary ſoever I may appear to him ; And that he would do it a 


in the meekneſs of the Spirit of Chriftianity, reſpecting only 

the Subſtance, and Merits of the Point,and of what I have aid ; I 

find nothing further in the Enlargements of the Second Edition, 

that I have not conſidered in the Anſwer to the Firſt ; and there- 

tore befeeching the condudts of the Spiritof Truthinto All Truth; N 
and that the Greater Proportions of Reaſon, or Intellectuals, and | 
Elocution, the Author, or any of his Friends have ; the morethey 

may aſcribe, and dedicate themſelves to the Supreme Reaſor and 

his Grace, This ſhall be the Prayer of, © 

SIR, 
In, All /Truly Chriſtian Offices, 


Your Friend and Servant, 


" I: $ 
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Pardon ſome ſmaller miſtakes, particularly, P. 1. Margin, read Qavoix 
anhJyiga@, |. ult. Eyyen" ©, p. 1.4. after Egypt, put 1n to. P, 16, 1. 23, 
before Affirm, put in whereof they, P. 46. r. y1cSvs 
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